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Lesson for November 23 in this issue 


Lesson 8.—Prayer and Thanksgiving. Psalms 
103; 107; Matthew 6:5-15; John 17:1-26; 
Ephesians 5:18-21; Philippians 4:6; 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18; 1 John 5:14, 15. 

Notes on Open Letters: 
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving 
By Annie S. T. Howard 


ITH a full heart, I thank Thee, Lord, 
For blessings more than I can name, 
And for the fact that tho’ I’ve strayed, 
Thou always hast remained the same. 


I thank Thee most of all, dear Lord, 
For Thy life to redeem the lost. 

Oh, help me, Lord, ne’er to forget 
That agony and what it cost. 


For Thy dear Word I thank Thee, Lord, 
And for the fact that it is true, 

And so, as on thro’ life I go, 
May I make others feel this, too. 


No costly gift have I for Thee, 
As at Thy feet I humbly fall; 

But oh, in full surrender, Lord, 
I give to Thee myself, my all. 





Mrs. Annie Slosson Trumbull Howard is a 
sister of the late Charles G. Trumbull, wife 
of the Publisher of the Times, and mother of 
the Editor. She wrote these lines during a 
time of great physical suffering. 


we 


A Thankful Heart 


Thanksgiving is a kind of spiritual 
alchemy. In vain the learned men of 
the middle ages sought through chem- 
istry to transmute the baser metals into 
gold, and to discover the universal cure 
for diseases and means of indefinitely 
prolonging life. But thanksgiving is bet- 
ter than alchemy, for it can brighten 


the dullest day, change loneliness into 
communion with God, give peace in 
place of anxiety, bring the light of 
Heaven into the sick room, and shed 
that light on our daily life, so that our 
trials seem small and fleeting, and our 
blessings great and everlasting. One of 
the sins included in that terrible list in 
the first of Romans is that men were not 
thankful. But when our thoughts dwell 
upon the mercy and faithfulness of God 
we cannot possibly remain unthankful. 
“Thanksgiving” and its related words 
appear frequently in the New Testament, 
and a thankful spirit was very evident 
in the early Church, in spite of persecu- 
tions. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
“For all things are for your sakes, that 
the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many redound to the 
glory of God” (2 Cor. 4:15); to the 
Philippians, that they were to let their 
requests be made known unto God with 
thanksgiving (4:6); and to the Colos- 
sians: “As ye have therefore received 
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Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
him: rooted and built up in him, and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thanks- 
giving” (Col. 2:6, 7). The thoughts of a 
truly thankful heart are beautifully set 
forth in one of our loveliest hymns of 
thanksgiving, entitled, “God’s Mercies,” 
by Joseph Addison (1672-1719), a dis- 
tinguished classical scholar who is prob- 
ably kest known as the co-author with 
R. Steele of The Spectator papers. Three 
of the twelve stanzas of Addison’s hymn 
are these: 


When all Thy mercies, O my God, 
My rising soul surveys; 

Transported with the view I’m lost 
In wonder, love and praise. 


Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ, 

Nor is the least a cheerful heart 
That tastes those gifts with joy. 


Through all eternity to Thee 
A joyful song I'll raise, 

But oh, eternity’s too short 
To utter all Thy praise! 
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Taking Blessing Thoughtlessly 


wretched, suffering outcasts had 
been made whole. The disease that 
barred them from life’s gladdening social 
contacts could deny them the joys of 
home and work and companionship no 
more. They were clean! No longer 
must they cry, “Unclean ! Unclean !” and 
shrink away from their fellows. The 
incredible had happened. The impos- 
sible had been wrought; and their mouth 
is filled with laughter and their tongue 
with singing. Their fellowship of mis- 
ery miraculously broken, they are 
bounding along their separate ways to 
loved ones and friends, to tell them the 
glad news and soon to know once more 
the tender joys of home and family. Ten 
of them! But no, not ten, only nine. 
But were there not ten healed? Where 
is the one? And even as we ask the 
question, ‘Another is saying, “Were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are the 
nine?” asking it of the one man of the 
ten who had remembered to return and 
humbly thank the One who had healed 
him. 
Yes, men are better at prayer than at 
praise. All ten cried out for mercy. 


Te lepers had been cleansed. Ten 


One came back -to say, “Thank you, 
Lord.” 


And is it not still the same? While 
they live in peace and plenty, security 
and prosperity, many neither pray nor 
praise. But the prayerless can pray 
when they acutely feel the need. Speak- 
ing of his experiences in the trenehes 
and in “going over the top” in the Great 
War, a veteran said, “Over there we all 
prayed.” Under the stress of calamity 
the most godless can pray. 

“Sorrow oft in bitter need the cry of faith 
will borrow, 

And lips cry, ‘God be merciful,’ that ne’er 

said, ‘God be praised.’”’ 

The best of us are far too like the 
nine, strong at pleading under pressure, 
but, our need met, weak at praising. 
We more readily cry for what we lack 
than thank God for what we have; we 
are stronger on complaining than on 
thanksgiving. Therefore let us pray for 
a thankful spirit. Such a spirit has al- 
ways characterized the noblest believers. 
And the secret of a thankful spirit is a 
deep sense of our sin, our guilt, our ill 
desert at the hands of God. The more 
we realize we deserve not mercy but 
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judgment, the more we discern our im- 
mense debt to God’s grace, the more we 
shall praise God. “Thankfulness,” wrote 
Bishop Ryle, “is a flower which will 
never bloom excepting on a root of deep 
humility.” If only we were humbler we 
should be amazed at the constant 
mercies of God, and be more thankful 
for them. 

While speaking of our weakness in 
praise, a word should be said for the 
lustier congregational singing of God’s 
praise. Too many worshipers leave the 
singing of God’s praise to the choir. We 
may not all be able to sing, but we can 
surely “make a joyful noise. before. the 
Lord,” and we ought to do so. 

Let us recall that:it was not a Jew 
but’ a Samaritan that returned to give 
God thanks. It reminds us that the more 
privileged are often the least appre- 
ciative. - 

The Jew stood in special covenant re- 
lation with God. He had a past of great 
privilege. But he was so familiar with 
signs and wonders in his history, so used 
to having the special favor of God that 
he had ceased to appreciate that favor 
to the full. In the Gospels it is people 
outside the privileged circle of Israel 
who show the most appreciation of 
Christ’s goodness — people like this Sa- 
maritan, the Roman centurion, and the 
Syrophenician woman. These won com- 
mendation for a faith that exceeded 
what He found in Israel. 

It is good to be children of privilege, 
but great peril goes with it. We may 
become so familiar with our privilege 
as to lose sight of its greatness. People 
living in- the Canadian Rockies may 
grow co familiar with their grandeur as 
to fail to appreciate it as do those who 
travel thousands of miles to see them. 
People may live all their lives by the 
sea, and not hear its music as others may 
who are less familiar with it. And peo- 
ple -may, through long familiarity with 
the Gospel, reach the place where even 
the story of the cross, with its moral 
grandeur and its matchless grace, fails 
to move their hearts. 

The fact is that we who live where 
Christianity has exercised a long and 
powerful influence are enjoying many 
privileges that are due to the Gospel, 
and we scarcely give them a thought. 
Much less do we give thought to the 
matter of rendering personal devotion 
and homage to the Saviour who is the 
source of all the best we have in life. 
Christ’s influence is upon the laws of our 
land, its literature, its customs, and is 
at work in the lives of Christian people 
around us. These influences tell might- 
ily upon our lives so that the best we 
have and are we owe to Christ. 

But many nevertheless hold aloof from 
personal acceptance of Christ. Many 
disdain: connecting themselves with the 
Christian church. They feel they can 
manage their own lives and perfect their 
own character without Jesus Christ and 
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His church, And to.some~extent some .—lerism and-other tyrannies today is_not 


of them may fashion a moral character 
and a life of benevolence. But if they 
do so, it is chiefly through the elevating 
and purifying influences around them 
that come from Christ and His Gospel. 


We repeat, we are the children of 
great privilege. We are far more favored 
than ancient Israel, and the proper re- 
turn for such privilege is to establish 
with Christ the living, loving’ relation- 
ship of a disciple. -Owing Him so much, 
we should make Him the requittal of 
personal commitment to Him- and His 
cause. But like the privileged Jew. of 
old, many are content to aceept their 
privileges with no due-sense of appre- 
ciation. We take our blessings thought- 
lessly and hold aloof from Christian dis- 
cipleship, though we owe the best we 
have and are to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The nine who took the blessings Christ 
bestowed and then heedlessly passed 
Him by are still represented among us. 


Such unthankful souls miss Christ’s 
best. The nine did. The one who fre- 
turned found a blessing beyond what he 
had already received. Christ’s healing 
work, after all, was a sort of by-product 
in His.ministry. It was a picture in the 
physical of what’ He came to do in the 
spiritual and the moral realm. Leprosy 
was a type of sin, and He who could 
cure the leprosy of the body could also 
cure the leprosy of the soul. And that, 
above everything else, was what He 
came to do. . Ih this case He is able 
to do it only for the one. “Arise, go thy 
way,” Christ says to. the healed leper, 
“thy faith hath made thee whole.” Godet 
insists that this was a new blessing. 
“Fhe faith is not merely that which 
brought him at first, but-more still that 
which brought him back. By returning 
he has sealed forever the previous tran- 
sitory connection which his..cure has 
formed between Jesus and himself... . 
He unites himself closely to the entire 


person of Him whose power only he had. 


sought at first. And thereby his physical 
cure is transformed into a moral cure 
—jinto salvation.” 

This blessing the nine. missed, at 
least at that time, and missing, missed 
Christ’s best. And we may be the 
recipients. of much good due to the 
work of Christ in society, but if we 
do not attach ourselves personally to 
Him, we miss the greatest boon He con- 
fers, His salvation. For men are not 
saved by character. No one may climb 
into Heaven himself. Could. he do so, 
there would have been no need for 
Christ to die to save us. But by shut- 
ting Him out of our lives we proclaim 
ourselves as sufficient to save our own 
souls. 

Modern conditions ought to show us 
the folly of attempting to do that, The 
awful sinfulness of the human heart is 
being revealed with devastating clarity 
before our eyes once more. The hellish 
wickedness we see associated with Hit- 


just a revelation of the wickedness of 
some men, but of the potential wicked- 
ness of all men, of the sinfulness of hu- 
man nature. The sin that has broken 
out in these men into such black enor- 
mities is the sin that each mah carries 
in his own bosom. And only Christ is 
equal to it. Only Christ can save us 
from ourselves and from the sin, actual 
or potential and inherent, in each of us. 

A mining engineer who knew a good 
deal of life in rough mining areas one 
day met. a former. university classmate, 
a minister who had made. something of 
a name for himself by his wanderings 
from the faith. For an.hour the engineer 
heard his former classmate expound his 
theories -of the better life. Then he 
broke in -with; .“Listen-to me, Profes- 
sor. That stuff you have been spilling 
won’t work where I have been. You 
can’t change: a ‘tiger’s nature by saying 
‘pretty. pussy.’ - You must. have- some- 
thing with more power. in it. that that. 
Out where I have been, men must-have 
a Gospel with some. power in it.. Yours 
won't work.” ; ’ 

And in the lurid light of sin’s modern 

(Continued on page 914) 
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A Thank-You. Note 


“When God Undertakes for His People,” 
in “Notes on Open Letters,” is both a 
scholarly discussion and spiritually in- 
spired comment. The Times speaks with 
authority. It was éagerly read with much 
profit and comfort.—A- Connecticut reader. 


This note of thanks is especially ap- 
preciated, since the handwriting and 
general location would seem to indicate 
that it is from the same reader whose 


note was answered in the Trmues Sep- 


tember 27. Both were written on. post 
cards; the first gave no street address, 
the second no signature. 

The first note questioned a statement 
of Dr. Ironside’s in which he said that 
God “has promised to undertake for us.” 
In “Notes on Open Letters” it was ex- 
plained that while “undertake” does oc- 
casionally mean attempt, it generally 
means to accept responsibility for, to 
enter into an engagement or contract, to 
pledge, etc. As the first note suggested 
disagreement with Dr. Ironside, it is es- 
pecially gratifying to receive this second, 
gracious note, apparently from the.same 
correspondent.. The late Dr. Charles 
Trumbull was always anxious to help 
correspondents in any way he could, and 
for many years THE Sunpay ScHOOL 


TiMEs staff has expended much time and ~ 


effort in securing information for its 
readers. It-is always a bright spot in 
the day’s work when someone returns 
to say,. “Thank you !” 
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Looking through the windows of the Book of Revelation 


THANKSGIVING IN HEAVENes co: 2: 0" 











By Graham Gi mer, DD. : 
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i couraged. He knew that the work 
on ‘his field: was not going. as it 
should. One day while visiting another 
missionary. in a near-by.station his eye 
fell on a placard on the wall of his 
friend’s home, “TRY THANKSGIVING.” 
It?.was' an arrow’ to his’ soul. All at 
once he realized how he had been neg- 
lecting . thanksgiving and praise in his 
prayers. There had been plenty of ask- 
ing God for things, asking desperately, 
and .forgetting to thank Him for what 
had already been ‘received. He began 
to count his’ blessings one by one, and 
to pour..out his.‘heart :in» thanksgiving. 
The result. showed that he had been 
blocking -God’s channel of blessing. He 
had by his lack of thanksgiving been 
quenching the work of the Holy Spirit. 
At. once the. power of the Spirit began 
to surge through him and: the work of 
his station began to prosper. 
‘Our English word “thankful” is de- 
rived from an Anglo-Saxon word mean- 
ing thinkful. To be thankful is to be 
thoughtful or mindful of. a benefit re- 
ceived. The lives of God’s faithful serv- 
ants in the Bible abundantly reveal this. 
Surely all Christians on earth should 
give thanks. 

In Heaven we shall be perfect, and 
we shall render perfect thanksgiving. 
It will do us good to know what we are 
going to praise God for when we get 
there. Let us take a peep into Heaven 
and see the redeemed in four thanksgiv- 
ing services. It will make us appreciate 
our blessings more now. It will make 
us anticipate the joys of Heaven. Christ 
spoke these things unto us in order that 
His joy might remain in us, and that 
our joy might be full. 

The Book of Revelation tells us of 
twenty-four elders about God’s throne 
in Heaven. Most Bible students believe 
that these represent the completed 
Church in Heaven. These elders have 
been redeemed by the blood of Christ, 
and are wearing their crowns as reward 
for service. It is wonderful to follow 
them around in Heaven and see their 
knowledge of God’s works and observe 
how ‘happy they are. Just remember, 
Christians, that we shall be in that num- 
ber. Let us consider that for which we 
shall render thanksgiving in that coming 
day. In our search we are going to 
attend four thanksgiving services held 
by these elders in Heaven. 


L MISSIONARY was greatly dis- 


HEAVEN’s First THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
(Rev. 4:9-11) 


We shall render thanks for Creation. 


Do you know the derivation of the 
word “thankful”? Do you believe 
that our thanks-giving here on earth 
is as perfect and complete as it 
should be? Did you realize that in 
the Revelation there are pictures 
of four thanksgiving services in 
Heaven? Perhaps you can easily 
answer all these questions; but 
whether you can or not, you will be 
interested to see how much Dr. 
Gilmer has found in several well- 
known passages. His study is espe- 
cially appropriate at this Thanksgiv- 
ing season, and will doubtless help 
Christian people to be still more 
thankful. 








“The four and twenty elders fall down 
before him that sat on the throne, and 
worship him that liveth for ever and 
ever, and cast their crowns béfore the 
throne.” Before we look at the words 
that will rise from our lips in that com- 
ing day, let us think for a few moments 
of the wonders of God’s creation as we 
shall see them then. More than ever 
we shall appreciate Psalm 19: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork.” 
Down here we are bound to the limita- 
tions of this present life. There is so 
little that we can know. It .will be 
wonderful when we can see God’s crea- 
tion as it really is. 

The astronomer can give us a few 
facts about the. worlds that lie out be- 
yond us. His telescope sweeps the sky. 
Deeper and deeper he probes into this 
immense universe. We often wonder 
what use God can find for a universe so 
vast. He called Abraham’s attention to 
it. “Look now toward heaven, and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number 
them” (Gen. 15:5). Perhaps one day 
we shall visit these distant worlds. Cer- 
tainly we know that we are going to 
thank God for making His universe so 
wonderful. 

We have our microscopes and are be- 
ginning to be just as much astonished 
at the perfection of the little things God 
has created. We suspect that even the 
deadly disease germs have their useful 
purpose and have simply gotten out of 
place in this world because of sin. Be- 
fore man fell into sin God saw every- 
thing that He had made, and behold 
it was very good. When we see every- 
thing as He intended: it, and begin to 
see the real truth of Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Zoology, Geology, and the other 


sciences we shall thank God for His 
creation. 

There is one creation which will no 
doubt astonish us beyond measure when 
we get to Heaven. It is the very climax 
of God’s creative power, man created 
in His image. The time may have been 
in your life when you comprehended but . 
little. the wonderful purpose of God, 
when troubles came thick and fast, and 
you may have even been sorry that you 
came into being. It is to be hoped that 
you did not do as Job and curse the day 
of your birth. Of course the day came 
when Job rejoiced that God created him. 
The day is coming for you in Heaven, 
as God’s plan for you unfolds béfore 
your astonished eyes, when you are go- 
ing to praise Him that He created you. 
We are now ready for the words that 
will spring from our lips in that day, 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy pleas- 
ure they are and were created.” 


HEAvVEN’s SECOND THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
(Rev. 5:8-14) 

We shall render thanks for Redemp- 
tion. This is a far greater cause for 
praise than creation. Creation is won- 
erful, but redemption is far more won- 
derful. It may not have taken all that 
He had to create, but it certainly took 
all to redeem. “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only -begotten 
Son.” “Whén I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which thou hast ordained” 
(John 3:16; Psa. 8:3). Creation is the 
work of God’s fingers. Compare this 
with the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
where we are told of the great price 
that God paid for our redemption, when 
the soul of His Son was made an offer- 
ing for sin (v. 10). That chapter opens 
with. these questions: “Who hath be- 
lieved our report? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed?” God's fin- 
gers created, but it took His mighty arm 
to lift me out of the mire of sin. 

Just think of getting to Heaven for 
the first time and seeing the marks of 
Christ’s suffering for us still. visible in 
His glorified body. Those marks will 
not disfigure, but will enable us more 
fully to see His glory. “I beheld, and, 
lo, in the midst of the throne and of 
the four beasts, and in the midst of the 
elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 
slain” (Rev. 5:6). 

I shall know Him, I shall know Him, 

As redeemed by His side I shall stand; 

I shall know Him, I shall know Him, 

By the print of the nails in His hand! 
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We shall meet John Newton and he 
will want us to join in singing: 

Amazing grace ! how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

Fanny Crosby will be there, but no 
longer will her eyes be sightless. She 
used to sing: 

Some day the silver cord will break, 

And I no more as now shall sing; 


But O, the joy when I shall wake 
Within the palace of the King! 


And I shall see Him face to face, 

And tell the story — Saved by grace. 

We shall be able to sing as no angel 
will ever be able, He “loved me, and 
gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). Some 
“of us are not able to sing very well 
down here, but up there we shall all 
be put in the choir and we shall all sing 
a new song: “Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation.” Then because of redemption 
all creation will break forth into song. 
Every creature which is in Heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea will be saying, 
“Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever.” How wonderful will be that 
thanksgiving service when we begin to 
understand what redemption means. 


HEAVEN’s THIRD THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
(Rev. 11:15-18) 

We shall render thanks in that day 
because of the Kingdom. “There were 
great voices in heaven, saying, The king- 
doms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
When we look about us and see the 
things that need straightening out, it 
is not hard to see why we shall hold a 
thanksgiving service when the Kingdom 
of Christ begins. 

Human government as we have known 
it has been such a miserable failure. 
Its two chief functions have been the 
protection of life and property. In both 
of these functions it has failed. This 
statement needs no argument for proof 
today. 

How wonderful it will be to come 
back with Christ from the Heavenly 
Home and take part with Him in the 
establishment of the Kingdom on earth. 
No doubt there will be much commut- 
ing from our Heavenly. Home to earth 
in those days. “Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels [messen- 
gers] of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man” (John 1:51). 
Jacob was thrilled as he slept at Bethel 
and caught a glimpse of that coming 
day (Gen, 28:12). 

We shudder when we think of this 
blood-soaked earth. How thankful we 
shall be when the nations under the 
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righteous rule of Christ will no longer 
learn war. How our hearts in these days 
yearn over the desperately poor and 
hungry. In that coming day we shall 
give thanks when, “he shall redeem their 
soul from deceit and violence: and pre- 
cious shall their blood be in his sight” 
(Psa, 72:14); when “they shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig 
tree; and none shall make them afraid” 
(Mic. 4:4). We shall rejoice as we see the 
teeming population of that day growing an 
abundance of corn even on the tops of the 
mountains; when there will be no more 
slum-dwellers in our great cities, but 
they will flourish like the grass of the 
earth. We shall praise God when we see 
the eyes of the blind opened, the ears of 
the deaf unstopped, the lame man leap- 
ing as the hart, and streams of water 
flowing in what we now know as deserts. 
The just government of those coming 
days will make us glad, for our Ruler 
will break the oppressing dictators with 
a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces as 
a potter’s vessel. 

Time would fail us if we sought to 
tell of all the reasons for thanksgiv- 
ing in that coming day! We read that 
“the four and twenty elders, which sat 
before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying, We 
give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 
which art, and wast, and art to come; 
because thou hast. taken to thee thy 
great power, and hast reigned.” He will 
be conquering every enemy on this 
earth. What abundant cause for thanks- 
giving! 

HEAVEN’S FouRTH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
(Rev. 19:1-6). 

We shall render thanks in that day 
because of his Judgment of the wicked. 
In the passage before us we find the 
four and twenty elders again giving 
thanks. It must be confessed th=t we 
come here upon an astonishing subject 
for praise. It is astonishing because it 
is so hard now for us to see things from 
God’s standpoint. We are called upon 
to give thanks always for all things 
(Eph, 5:20). We must oftentimes do this 
only in faith with our present knowl- 
edge. 

Christ more than any other reveals 
a subject which makes us shudder. Of 
those nations which turn down His offer 
of love He says, “These shall go away 
into everlasting punishment” -(Matt. 25: 
46). He speaks of being cast into the 
Gehenna of fire; where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched. The 
subject of hell is a terrible subject. It 
is the place prepared for the Devil and 
his angels. When they fell God had to 
make ready that place. We do not like 
to consider it, yet we know that it is 
necessary. We must seek more and more 
to turn people from the broad road that 
leads to destruction, 

We come now to something very as- 
tonishing. When we stand in Heaven 
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and see whatiGod has done with that 
great and wicked city that will be the 
Babylon of the future we shall give 
thanks. It will be the very culmination 
of evil. It will be the headquarters of 
Satan, a habitation of demons, a hold 
of every unclean spirit. The wine of 
the wrath of her fornication will cause 
the nations fc fall. When we see this 
we shall begin to see sin as God sees it. 
When we see this we shall know that 
God has done exactly the right thing in 
shutting up in His prison house those 
who rebel against Him and bring un- 
told suffering into His universe, 

We shall begin to understand then a 
word which we sing all too glibly now. 
In this passage we find the word hallelu- 
jah used four times in connection with 
the punishment of the wicked. That is, 
there will be a fourfold praise of God 
for what He has done. It is well for us 
to see more of the history of that word. 
It is used twenty-two times in the 
Psalms, and so translated in the margin 
of the Revised Version. Both the Tal- 
mud and the Midrash 1 call attention to 
the fact that the first time it is used 
it is in connection with the punishment 
of the wicked. “Let sinners be con- 
sumed out of the earth. And let the 
wicked be no more. Bless Jehovah, O 
my soul. Hallelujah” (Psa, 104:35, R. 
V.). This is very solemn. It does not 
accord with modern popular religious 
teaching. When we get to Heaven we 
shall see how necessary # God’s dealing 
with the wicked. 

So we see that in Heaven there will 
be four great thanksgiving services deal- 
ing with creation, redemption, Kingdom 
blessings, and the final disposition of the 
wicked. We shall see how perfect is His 
plan in all of its details. 

When we get beyond the trials of this 
life we shall be filled more and more 
with thanksgiving. Ira D. Sankey used 
to tell a beautiful story. A child was 
on top of Mount Washington with her 
father, above the clouds, while a thun- 
derstorm flashed and rumbled below. 
Where they stood all was perfect calm 
and sunshine, though the eye found 
nothing but the blue of heaven and a 
few rocks to rest upon. “Well, Lucy,” 
said her father, “there is nothing to 
be seen here, is there?” But the child 
exclaimed: “Oh, Papa, I see the doxol- 
ogy! All arourd seems to say: 

‘Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.’” 

LyncHsurG, VA. 





2As many readers know, the Talmud is the 
body of Jewish civil and canonical law, con- 
sisting of the combined Mishnah, or text, and 
Gemara, or commentary. The Midrash, from 
the Hebrew word meaning “investigation,” “‘in- 
terpretation,” is a collection of commentaries 
on portions of the Old Testament, which were 
formerly oral and extempore.—International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia. 
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FAMILY of adults and children 

& (four to ten years of age) were 
gathered in the home of an uncle to 
celebrate Thanksgiving Day. They were 
a lovable, lively group, and ready for 
a happy, hilarious time. We wanted it 
to be a joyful festival and one that 
would bring to the children’s minds the 
real meaning of the day. As we all 
gathered before dinner, we quieted them 
down a little and, when they were 
seated, we asked: 

“Would you children like to play a 
game?” 

“Yes !” they yelled in chorus. 

“All right, then, we will. Let me ask 
you some questions and see who can 
give the best answers: What is today?” 

“Thursday,” said one. 

“Thanksgiving Day,” said another. 

“Do you like Thanksgiving Day?” 

“Yes!” came in a*hearty chorus. 

“Why do you like it?” 

“Turkey dinner!” they yelled with one 
accord. 

“Any other reason? Now think.” 

“We can come here!’—meaning, to 
a home where they always have a good 
time. 

“Yes, of course, and we love to have 
you. But why do we call it Thanksgiv- 
ing Day? What does that mean?” 

“It means we are thankful,” said one 
of the older children. 

“Whom do we thank?” 

“You !” said one or two. “Jesus,” said 
another. “God,” ventured.a seven-year- 
old. 

“That’s right,’ we encouraged them. 
“But if this is Thanksgiving Day, what 
do we thank God for? Now think. And 
remember this is a game we are play- 
$. ” 

A large piece of heavy paper (about 
three feet square) was tacked on a board 
at one side of the room, low enough 
to be within easy reach of the smallest 
child. On the paper were drawn in out- 
line a turkey and a pumpkin. The 
drawing was divided into sections so 
that the children could not at first dis- 
cover easily what the picture repre- 
sented. (It was something like the 
drawing accompanying this article.) 

Each section of the chart was num- 
bered (not consecutively, so as to make 
it a little more of a trick to find the 
numbers). On the'table was a box of 
crayons, of colors such as might be used 
on a turkey and a pumpkin (brown, 
yellow, red; orange, green; black). In 
another box were many slips of paper, 
on each of which was a number and the 
name of a color. Only the numbers that 


were used to make the picture were 


marked with colors on the slips. Adults 
were interested observers, but only the 
children joined in the contest. 

Next we explained how the game was 
to be played. The children were asked 
to tell things for which they thanked 
God. The one who first gave a good 
reason took a slip of paper out of the 
box; selected a crayon indicated; and 
then colored the section marked with 
the corresponding number on thé chart. 
When a slip was taken without a color, 
the child drew again. For example: A 
child gives a good reason for thankful- 
ness, takes a slip marked, “24, orange,” 
takes an orange crayon, and goes to the 
chart to color sections “24.” 

After the explanation we began to 
play the game. “Who'll be the first to 
tell something they thank God for to- 
day?” With occasional suggestions, the 
answers came: 

“For Father and Mother.” 

“Good for you, Billy. Now take a 
paper (takes number 4, yellow), find 
4 on the chart, and use the crayon. Why 
are you thankful for your Father and 
Mother?” 

“Because they love us.” 

“Yes, Bonnie. Now you take a paper 
and mark your numbered places on the 
chart. 

“Are you thankful that your Father 
and Mother sometimes punish you?” 

“No!” comes a mighty chorus. 
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“Now think. Do you ever deserve to 
be punished?” 

“Yes,” replies one in a subdued tone. 

“When?” 

“When we have been naughty.” 

“Why is it something to be thankful 
for if your Father or Mother punishes 
you? Now think.” . 

Silence for a few moments. Then a 
thoughtful ten-year-old says, “Because 
we learn not to do it again.” 

“That is a splendid answer, Jean. Now 
take a paper and crayon and color the 
right places on the chart.” 

So the game goes on: 

“We are thankful for our home.” 

“For friends.” 

“For Sunday school.” 

“Are you thankful when your Mother 
wakes you up early so you won’t be 
late?” 

“Yes |” — “No |” —a difference of opin- 
ion, 

“For pictures.” 

“For birds.” 

“For flowers.” 

“For food.” 

“Are you thankful when your Mother 
tells you not to eat more candy or 
something you like?” 

“No r 

“Yes, if it isn’t good for us.” 

“Are you thankful for your stomach, 
where your food goes?” 

“a. 

“Are you thankful for a stomachache?” 

“No!” with one accord comes the 
shout. 

“Do you think sometimes a stomach- 
ache is a good thing to have?” 

“No ad 

Then an older child says hesitatingly, 
“Perhaps that will teach us not to eat 
things that are bad for us.” 


(Continued on page 901) 
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under many different circumstances 


The Silent ‘Whness of Scripture Texts and Mottoes 


How they have brought blessing and comfort to Christians and conviction to the unsaved 








Comfort in the Dark 
By Mrs. Chester McNutt 


HEN I was a very small girl my 

W mother had a Scripture text on 

the wall. It consisted of only 
two words, “Only Believe.” [Mark 5:36.] 
I think that the emotions and fears of 
a-child are more intense perhaps than 
those of a grown-up, and I remember 
that I was sometimes frightened to be 
left alone in the dark when put to bed. 
But night after night the words of the 
text came to me.after.the lights had 
been turned out. I had no idea where 
they were found; I only knew that they 
came from the Bible and they were com- 
forting. When bad dreams woke me in 
the night, those same words calmed my 
fears. 

I did believe at an early age, and now 
am a mother with children of my own. 
The Scripture text that now hangs on 
the wall is, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 
It was the first verse my children re- 
member, and both count their second 
birthday as important as, or more, than 
their first. 

The general atmosphere of our home 
a few years ago won a fifty-year-old 
man for the Lord. Scripture texts play 
an important part in that atmosphere. 
This man, a hardened, drunken, desti- 
tute, ex-service man, is today a Chris- 
tian, freed from the habit of drink and 
tobacco, and bold to witness to others. 
I’m: sure that without: Christ he’ would 
have soon been a suicide. . A Scripture 
text now hangs in his locker in the Vet- 
erans Home where he is spending pain- 
ful last days, and his text is 2 Timothy 
2:3: “Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 


Ex Centro, CALIF. 
$e 


Psalm 37 and a Check 
By Mrs. C. J. Komp 


URING the typhoid epidemic in 

Elizabeth, N. J., in 1917, my hushand 
was the first to contract the disease, 
and the last to recover from it. - Hos- 
pital bills had eaten up all our savings, 
and I was in a quandary as to how to 
meet the final bill, so that the patient 
could be released and return home to 
convalesce. A Scripture wall text had 
been sent me during this trying time. 
It was, “Commit thy way unto the Lord.” 
One day my meditations happened to 
center around this 37th Psalm. I noted 


An encouraging response came from 
readers of the Times in answer to a 
call published in August for testi- 
monies on the general subject of 
“Scripture on the Wall.” The first 
of these was published October 11, 
with an article under the same title 
by ‘Samuel W. Tatnall. More are 
now given on these two pages, and 
these will be followed by several - 
more ein later issues. Perhaps the 
note of thankfulness that runs 
through these testimonies will kindle 
the same spirit in others at this 
Thanksgiving season, and lead other 
Christians to make better use of this 
effective means of witnessing for 
Christ. 








these words: “Trust in the Lord... 
Delight thyself ... in the Lord... 
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him .. . Rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for him.” These six points 
I underlined nm my Bible. Refreshed, 
and feeling that the Lord was speaking 
to me in these verses, I did commit it 
all to Him. When anxiety crowded in 
during the day, the Scripture on the 
wall held me as the needle of the com- 
pass is held to the North. 

The following day a letter came from 
my father who was over a'hundred miles 
away. It was written at the very hour 
of my meditation. To my surprise, a 
second envelope in it contained.a check 
for--the-.exact amount needed to meet 
the final’ hospital bill! On the outside 
he had written, “A Gift from the Lord,” 
and then had listed the very same six 
notations from Psalm 37 that I had 
marked in my own Bible! 

Neither my father nor anyone else 
knew the amount of the bill, nor yet 
my: morning meditations, but the Lord 
did, and used the wall text to guide my 
thoughts so that a most wonderful an- 
swer to prayer might be mine. I still 
treasure this envelope-proof that God 
my Father knows and cares. 


Mattituck, N. Y. 
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How to Be Happy 
By Elsie Caddick 


HERE was a time in my life during 
which I looked at what other girls 
had and compared them with what I had 


_ and it made me very unhappy and mis- 


erable and envious. Even though I was 
a Christian and knew it by the authority 


of God’s Word, I realized I lacked the 
joy that should characterize the Chris- 
tian life. I became moody and irritable. 
One day when I was more miserable 
than usual, my mother questioned me 
as to the cause of my unhappiness. I 
was ashamed to tell her how I felt, as 
I knew she couldn’t give me any more 
than I had. So I told her nothing of 
the misery of my heart. 

Just at that time a cardboard : wall 
motto was brought into our home. .I 
don’t remember who brought it or where 
it came from, but it was just what I 
needed. As I read it I saw that my trou- 
ble was explained perfectly. There were 
these three sayings printed on it: 

Look at yourself and be. miserable. 

Look at others and be envious. 

Look at Jesus and be happy. 


At once I confessed the sin‘ of not 
looking to Jesus, and He forgave .mie 
(1 John 1:9).- At once that evil spirit 
of dissatisfaction left me and I had a 
peace in my heart that I had not had 
for months. I thank Him -that I -have 
never been troubled by this again. 

I also had the joy of passing this motto 
on to several Christians who. were dis- 
contented with what God had. provided 
for them. 

I praise God for the ministry of this 
motto. that’ even now reminds. me: to 
“look to Jesus and be happy.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mottoes in — Room 


By Mr. and Mrs. John.A. Weaver 


E HAVE proved time after time 
that Scripture texts and mottoes 
on the walls of our home bring , many 
blessings to others, both Christians and 


unsaved, as well as to. ourselves.. We 


have at least two mottoes in each room, 
such as “Rules for Today”; a. Christian 
Calendar; “Jesus Never Fails”;. “Jesus 
said, he that heareth-my word and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life”; “Thou Remainest”; “Have 
You ‘Prayed About It?”; and, “As for 
me and my house, we will serve. the 
Lord.” taut 
The spiritual atmosphere of our home 
is quickly detected, and blessings result 
when friends and strangers refrain from 
smoking and are careful as to their .con- 
duct and manner of speech without any 
hint on our part that we do not approve 
of anything not consistent with ‘the life 
of a true Christian. Invariably also, be- 
fore visitors leave our home we have 
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been able to witness regarding the sav- 
ing power of our Lord and Redeemer, 
and at the same time place in their hands 
Gospel tracts suitable for their particu- 
lar need, 

Perhaps the most effective motto we 
have in use is a very attractive small 
one; placed at eye-level on the hall wall 
at the left.as our front door opens, which 
reads, “Jesus is” coming, perhaps today.” 


Door-to-door canvassers seem to glue 


their: eyes to these words, and ‘on sev- 
eral occasions we have seen that the 
things they had to sell became second- 
ary or were entirely forgotten. In fact, 
a telephone solicitor came once ‘and was 


so desirous of having us witness that he 


almost had to be asked what his mission 


was in calling. “This motto alone has 


been the opening for giving away nu- 


‘merous tracts, and only Heaven itself 


will reveal the harvest reaped for not 
being ashamed. of Christ and the placing 
of His words upon ‘the walls of our 
humble home. 


RocuHEsteER, N. Y. 
- , 
Discovering Other Christians 
By Bertha B.. Moore McCurry 


Y HUSBAND'S sister has a small 

store in a small town. She sells 
ice cream, sandwiches, fruits, and 
candies. Not long ago she told me of 
some customers she had who had come 
all the way from Flint, Mich. 

The customers entered the store, 
looked about them, and sat at one of the 
small tables. When the clerk stepped 
before them for their order, one asked, 
“Does that. mean anything in here?” 

The girl glanced toward the wall 
where the stranger was pointing. She 
read, “Christ is the Head of this House.” 

“Yes, sir! It does mean something 
here,” she replied, smiling. 

“Well, praise the Lord !” exclaimed the 
visitor. 

He proceeded to give his order, a gen- 
erous one for his companions, four in 
all. Then when the food was placed 
before them, the one who had previously 
done the ordering asked the blessing 
aloud while the other three sat with 
bowed heads and closed eyes. 

When: my sister-in-law realized what 
her customer was doing, she and her 
clerk also stopped their work, bowed 
their heads, and waited till the prayer 
was ended. The store was crowded, be- 
cause in summer the customers are nu- 
merous and come in a constant stream. 

The visitors ate leisurely, as if they 
were enjoying their meal and their rest. 
When they had finished and were pay- 
ing their bill, the gentleman said to my 
sister-in-law: “This has certainly been 
a real pleasure. We are finding it diffi- 
cult to find places to refresh ourselves 
where beer is not sold. It is seldom we 
are entertained in a place where Christ 
is reverenced. We congratulate you on 
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the stand you are taking in this pleasant 
little town. God bless you !” 

“We thank you,” replied the proprie- 
tor. “We shall go out of business before 
we'll serve any kind of liquor. And 
we have faith to believe we shall never 
have to close our doors because we try 
to honor our Lord.” 

When she told me about it, she added: 
“T’ll always love that old motto and shall 
never take it down. Perhaps it. will 
bring a blessing to others.” 

Bostic, N. C, 
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An Unscriptural Motto . 
- By Harvey L. Mitchell — 


HAD chatted pleasantly with..Mrs. 

Rhoda Hinkey, a retired, widowed 
missionary to China, and was about to 
leave her, tidy apartment when my eyes 
fell upon a little motto pinned to the 
lace curtain. That was a rather unusual 
place for a motto, but even more unusual 
was the message of this one: “Why Pray, 
When You Can Worry?” I read it again 
to be sure I-had it straight. Yes, that 
was it. 

Heterodox, but oh, so human, this bit 
of philosophy! . The very heresy of the 


- thing. made it impressive. and heart- 


searching. Here was a piece of paste- 
board that dared to declare the actual 
attitude of many a Christian who would 
blush to confess: it. But the shock of 
coming face to face with my own ten- 
dency to doubt and anxiety was tem) 
pered by the humor of. that sarcastic 
question. I ehuckled aloud. 

Mrs. Hinkey, observing the reason, 
laughed with me. Then she informed 
me that nearly. every visitor to her home 
spied that little card as he was leaving, 
and that he. went away smiling, just as 
I was about to do. And I suppose each 
one remembered it as distinctly as I 
have, and was as deeply probed as I. 

Next prayer. meeting night I passed it 
on to the church. I have since used it 
in personal conversation with troubled 
Christians. And often, when I myself 
am tempted to fret and fear, I am caught 
by the nape of the neck and shaken out 
of my prayerless unbelief by the mem- 
ory of that saucy, shameless inquiry. into 
my faith, “Why Pray, When You Can 
Worry?” 

GRABILL, IND. 

se 


The Hope of His Coming 
By Mrs. E. S. Shelly 


E HAVE a variety of mottoes on 

the wall in our home, and on two 
different occasions the Lord used one 
to speak words of comfort to me needed 
at the time. 

Some years ago the duties in the home 
were perplexing, and when I was tired 
and discouraged my eyes were focused 
on one of the mottoes showing Christ 
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bowed in prayer, and the challenge, 
“Even Christ pleased not himself’ (Rom. 
15:3). My answer was: “Forgive me, 
Lord. I want to be more patient in 
serving.” Many times since then, when 
I have been tempted to be discouraged, 
these words have been an inspiration to 
carry on. 

The second occasion was a similar one, 
but this time the Lord used the one on 
His second coming. This one showed 
our Lord descending on a cloud, and the 
precious promise, “I. will ‘come again, 
and receive you” (John 14:3). My heart 
was thrilled, I'said: “Thank you, Lord.” 


‘My Lord and Master has become more 


precious’ through. this challenge and 


‘promise, for which I praise Him, 


One may ask: “How can we know 
when He speaks?” John 10:27 answ-rs 
that question. Christ says: “My sheep 


‘hear my voice, and I know them.”. As 


we follow Him completely He will in 
His own way reveal to us when He 
speaks. 
Mighty is His power, 
‘For His works we daily see; 
Wondrous is His goodness 
As He cares for you and me. 
Precious is His guidance 
To the ones who know His love; 
Blessed is His service, 
For it leads to Heaven above. 
PENNSBURG, PA. 
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A Thanksgiving Game for 
Children 


(Continued from page 899) 


“Are you thankful when you have a 
cold and have to stay in bed?” 

“No!” 

“Perhaps you went out without your 
rubbers when Mother told you to wear 
them. Do you think that perhaps a cold 
and staying in bed may be a good thing 
for you?” 

After a little Nancy says, “Well, we 
might learn not to do it again.” 

“Are you thankful for medicine that 
tastes bad?” 

“No ad 

“Sometimes if it makes us well.” 

“We are thankful for the Bible.” 

“Why?” 

“Because it tells about Jesus.” 

“What else?” 

“It tells us what God wants us to do.” 

And so the game went on until all 
the places in thr picture were colored. 
The result was a colored drawing of a 
turkey, a pumpkin, cornstalks, straw, 
ground, and other features. 

The game was a great success, for the 
children (and adults) enjoyed it, and 
learned something of the meaning of 
the day and reasons for thanksgiving. 
The children were enthusiastic, and even 
the less thoughtful ones asked for draw- 
ings of the picture so that they could 
play ‘the game at home with their 
friends. 


Upper Montciam, N. J. 
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What Is Meant by 
Faith in Christ ? 


T MAY seem a simple matter to many 
Christians to define faith in Christ. 

Yet while all Christians believe in Him, 
many have neither the knowledge of the 
Word of God nor the ability to express 
themselves clearly which are necessary 
to help others to understand faith and 
exercise it for themselves. 

Many Trmes readers will remember 
the valuable and concise study entitled, 
“Modernism Contrasted with Christian- 
ity,” by T. Stanley Soltau (Dec. 14, 
1940). Mr. Soltau briefly contrasted the 
teachings of historic Christianity and 
Modernism on seven vital doctrines. 
They were so clearly and yet briefly set 
forth that a great deal of favorable com- 
ment was received from readers of the 
Times, and many wished to keep the 
article in permanent form. 

The Trmes will publish another article 
by Mr. Soltau on the subject of “Faith 
in Christ.” Beginning with the state- 
ment that “one of the chief reasons for 
the inconsistent and powerless lives of 
so many professing Christians these 
days is the widespread ignorance of what 
true faith in Christ means and of what 
it involves,” the writer discusses this 
important subject under the following 
four headings: A Personal Transaction, 
An Act of Appropriation, An Act of Sur- 
render, and The Promised Privilege. It 
will strengthen the faith of believers, and 
may well be used by Christians as a 
means toward winning others to Christ. 


Man, the Harness Maker 


ANDLING words with the dexterity 

of a juggler, O. Henry became a 
master of the short story. William Syd- 
ney Porter (1862-1910), under his well- 
known pen name, has entertained mil- 
lions by his clever stories of life in the 
American West, in Central America, 
and in New York City. Most of his 
writings are wholesome, untainted by 
the licentious “frankness” of modern 
literature, displaying a wide knowledge 
of human nature and, with humor and 
pathos, portraying the customs and re- 
producing the talk of many classes of 
society. O. Henry’s literary skill has 
been highly praised by such well-known 
writers and critics as Nicholas Vachel 
Lindsay, Stephen Leacock, and William 
Lyon Phelps. 

There is in the ranks of the Funda- 
mentalists a writer who, in some respects, 
has something of the genius of O. Henry. 
He is B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D., pastor of 
the Lake Avenue Methodist Church, 
Ashtabula, Ohio, and author of such 
well-known booklets as “Mistakes God 


Did Not Make,” “Dust and Deity,” 
“Toadstool among the Tombs,” and 
“Alibi, Lullaby, By-By.” Many readers 
will remember his two articles which 
the Trmes has published within the last 
two years, “Mistakes God Did Not 
Make,” and “Dust and Deity” (Jan. 6, 
13; Aug. 3, 10, 1940). 

It has often been said that laughter 
and tears are not far apart. Most real 
humorists, like Charles Dickens, Mark 
Twain, and O. Henry, can easily move 
the reader from one to the other, and 
Dr. Shadduck has this same ability. 
Like O. Henry’s, his style is concise, and 
pointed, exposing human weaknesses 
with surprising insight, yet without. bit- 
terness. But of course there are great 
differences between the famous short 
story writer and the Ohio pastor. O. 
Henry wrote to make a living and to 
entertain; Dr. Shadduck writes enter- 
tainingly to the glory of God. Again 
and again with his powerful pen he has 
held up to ridicule the foolish arguments 
of the Evolutionists and the Modernists. 

The Editors are happy to announce 
that a new series of articles by Dr. 
Shadduck will be published in Tue Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL Times. It is entitled, “Man, 
the Harness Maker,” and the purpose of 
it is to show how utterly useless it is 
for man to try to get along without 
God, and what great blessings are in 
store for him when he trusts God com- 
pletely. He gives amusing and apropos 
incidents from his own experience, as 
a boy on the farm, as a preacher of 
the Gospel, and as a close observer of 
the world of nature. Here is Dr. Shad- 
duck’s own statement of his reason for 
writing the series: “It is not the pur- 
pose of this discussion to discredit, by 
classification, anyone who believes in 
Christ; rather, it is my desire to, help 
those who have any faith, into the ex- 
ercise of a triumpnant faith. If I call 
attention to the failures of believers 
it is that we may see their need and 
help them to happier relations with 
God.” With all his humor Dr. Shadduck 
is not irreverent, and no Christian can 
read the series without being rmoved to 
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tears as well as laughter. His conclusion 
is a fine personal testimony, telling how 
he came to accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. 

Dr. Shadduck’s articles honor God and 
His Word; they will indeed help Chris- 
tians to “exercise a triumphant faith,” 
and they are just the sort wf material 
that can be- put into the hands of unhe- 
lievers and skeptics. They are not dry 
reading, .but entertaining, and, at the 
same time, firmly based on the Bible 
as the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God. 


Our Universe and the 
Power of God 


¢¢y STOOD at Boulder Dam and 

watched the water taken from the 
surface of the lake, carried down to 
great turbines where it twirled huge 
generators at great speed, released hun- 
dreds of thousands of horsepower of 
energy, and then came tumbling into 
the canyon below. I thought of the 
great amount of electric energy gener- 
ated by that water; how this energy 
was carried hundreds of miles over 
transmission lines, to light many of our 
great cities and turn the wheels of in- 
dustry. I marveled at this great achieve- 
ment of man and the greatness of the 
power generated at the dam. Then I 
thought back as to the real source of 
that power.” 

Thus writes Professor Peter W. Stoner, 
Chairman of the Department of Mathe- 
matics, Engineering, Astronomy, and 
Architecture in Pasadena Junior College, 
in an article to be published in the 
Times. Some readers will remember 
his story of how he taught the Book 
of Genesis to a Sunday school class and 
won to Christ twelve Chinese students 
studying at the University of California 
(Times, December 31, 1938). Many more 
readers will remember his article pub- 
lished last year (March 2, 1940), entitled, 
“Do Prophecies Prove the Bible’s In- 
spiration?” Following the principle of 
mathemaiical probability, Professor 
Stoner showed that they do. In the 
coming article, “Our Universe and the 
Power of God,” he gives staggering fig- 
ures concerning the light and heat of 
the sun, and the number and size of 
the stars. With these as a basis, as well 
as from the Scriptures, Professor Stoner 
shows that God has power to hear man’s 
prayer, know man’s thoughts, keep be- 
lievers, communicate His will to man, 
foretell the future, and snatch us at 
death from the grave into a new life, 
with a glorious body like His own, to be 
with Him eternally. It is the kind of 


study that lifts the heart and fills it with 
thanksgiving and praise to God. 
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*LESSON 8. NOVEMBER 23. PRAYER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Psa. 103, 107; Matt. 6:5-15; John 17:1-26, Eph. 5:18-21, Phil. 4:6, 
1 Thess. 5:16-18; 1 John 5:14, 15; printed text, Matt. 6:5-15, Eph. 5:20, 1 Thess. 5:16-18 


Golden Text.—Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks.—1 Thess. 5:17, 18 7 


ND THANKSGIVING 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matt. 6:5-15; Eph. 5:20; 1 Thess. 5:16-18 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of the street, that they may be seen of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. . 

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,'and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 6:5 And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites: 
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily 
I say unto you, They have received their reward. 6 But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and having 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father 
who seeth in secret shall recompense thee. 7 And in praying 
use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not therefore 
like unto them: for 1 your Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him. 9 After this manner therefore pray 
ye: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on 
earth. 11 Give us this day *our daily bread. 12 And forgive 
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And 
bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from * the evil one.‘ 
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. 15 But if ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Eph. 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to *God, even the Father. 

1 Thess. 5:16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in 


everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus to you-ward. 





will also forgive you: 


15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 


Father forgive your trespasses. 


Eph. 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 Thess. 5:16 Rejoice evermore. 
17 Pray without ceasing. 


18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 


Christ Jesus concerning you. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E ARE told that whoso offereth 

W praise glorifies God (Psa. 50:23). 
One of the marks of the wicked 

is unthankfulness (2 Tim. 3:2). Ingrati- 
tude is a sin and reveals the state of a 
heart estranged from God. In prayer 
we are invited to come to Him, present- 
ing our petitions, but even as we make 
our requests known, we are to give 
thanks for mercies already received 
(Phil. 4:6). This is emphasized in the 
Golden Text for today. Unceasing 
prayer and constant thanksgiving should 
ever be characteristic of the -believer (1 
Thess. 5:17, 18). In this, as in all else, 
our blessed Lord sets us an example. 
When things were moving on to the 
darkest with Him, He could look up to 
God, His Father, and say, “I thank thee” 
(Matt. 11:25), as He submitted Himself 
in prayer to the will of God in all things. 
We would receive more from God if 
we were more grateful for what He has 
bestowed upon us already. Everything 
we have is the expression of His Fatherly 
care and the evidence of His love. 


evil. 


for ever. Amen. 


21Some ancient authorities read, God your Father. 
our bread for the eoming day. Or, our needful bread. 


2Gr., 
* Or, 


*Many authorities, some ancient, byt with variations, 

add, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

5Gr., the God and Father. 

The American Standard Version, 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


and the International Uniform 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


“ % % 


Therefore we are exhorted to give 
thanks always for all things (Eph. 5: 
20) knowing that “all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God” 
(Rom. 8:28). And as we recognize His 
faithfulness in the past, we can pray 
with confidence, counting upon His lov- 
ing care for the present and the future. 
If we fail to avail ourselves of the high 
privilege of bringing our petitions to 
Him in faith, we both wrong our own 
souls and dishonor His holy name, who 
bids us thus to ask and receive accord- 
ing to His royal bounty. 


The Historical Setting ° 


The several passages selected from 
both Testaments for our consideration 
show the remarkable unity of Scrip- 
ture. David in the Psalms, 1,000 years 
before Christ, Jesus Himself in the days 
of His flesh, and His apostles after His 
ascension, all stress the importance of 
linking prayer with thanksgiving. 

Verse by Verse 

Matt. 6:5.—“When thou prayest.” With 
these words our Lord introduced His 
teaching on prayer, in the so-called Ser- 
mon on the Mount, which has well been 
called the Charter of His Kingdom. He 
stresses the importance of reality. “Thou 
shalt not be as the hypocrites are.” 


These have man in view rather than 
God when they pray. Their only reward 
is the approbation of men as shallow as 
themselves. 


Verse 6.—“Pray to thy Father which 
is in secret.” It is when one is alone 
with God that he can pour out his heart 
sincerely before the Lord, with the as- 
surance that the answer will come in 
due time and he will be rewarded 
openly. 

Verse 7.—‘Use not vain repetitions, as 
the heathen do.” It is not by repeating 
certain set phrases over and over that 
God is persuaded to hear us. A frank 
statement of that which exercises us and 
a fervent request for divine help means 
far more than a lengthy ritualistic 
prayer which aims to compel attenticn 
by “much speaking.” 

Verse 8—“Your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of,” and yet He 
delights to have His children pour out 
their hearts to Him in order that He may 
give them ever new evidences of His 
love and care. 

Verse 9.—“After this manner therefore 
pray ye.” In the disciples’ prayer that 
follows we have a pattern for all be- 
lievers, as to the way we should ap- 
proach God and the things for which we 
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should pray. “Our Father.” This is a 
prayer for God’s children. Until we can 
call Him “Father,” we are not entitled 
to use it. 


Verse 10.—“‘Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done.” God’s interests should 
always be first as we come to Him in 
prayer. 


Verse 11.—“Give us this day our daily 
bread.” We are entitled to trust Him 
for the needful provision for each (day 
and to present our wants in all sim- 
plicity. 

Verse 12.—“Forgive ... as we forgive.” 
It is not here the forgiveness of a sin- 
ner that is in view, but the forgiveness 
of a failing child of God. We are to 
forgive as God forgives us (Eph. 4:32; 
Col. 3:13). 


Verse 13.—“Lead us not into tempta- 
tion.” That is, do not permit us to be 
placed in circumstances where we are 
liable to fall. “For thine is the king- 
dom,” etc. This last sentence is omitted 
in the Revised Version. It is not found 
in the oldest manuscripts, and is prob- 
ably taken from 1 Chronicles 29:11. 


Verse 14—“If ye forgive ... your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you.” 
God has never promised to hear the 
prayer that comes from an unforgiving 
heart. It is, of course, governmental for- 
giveness that is here in view, not the 
pardon of a sinner. God’s family are 
under His government, and He will not 
forgive the failures of His children if 
they are unforgiving toward others. This 
is one secret of many unanswered 
prayers. 

Verse 15—“If .ye forgive not ... 
neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.” This is a principle that runs 
through all dispensations. Many of God’s 
children are under His chastening hand 
in governmental discipline nearly all 
their days because they refuse to for- 
give their brethren. 


Eph. 5:20.—‘Giving thanks always for 
all things.” This is all-inclusive. As 
even the bitter experiences of life are 
for our blessing, we should thank God 
for them as well as for the happier 
events which cheer our hearts. 


1 Thess. 5:16—‘“Rejoice evermore.” 
The Christian is enabled to glory in 
tribulation and to rejoice even in the 
midst of sorrow, because faith recognizes 
the love and wisdom of God in all His 
dealings with us. 


Verse 17.—“Pray without ceasing.” It 
is not that one is always to be uttering 
formal petitions, but he is to live in an 
attitude of constant dependence upon 
God, never permitting anything in the 
life that would hinder instant communi- 
cation with the Father in the name of 
the Son and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 


Verse 18—“In every thing give 


thanks.” Not only for the pleasant and 
agreeable things, but whatsoever the cir- 
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The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 


8 November 23.—Prayer and Thanks- 
giving. Psalms 103; 107; Matthew 6: 
5-15; John 17:1-26; Ephesians 5:18- 
21; Philippians 4:6; 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18; 1 John 5:14, 15 
9. November 30.—Christian Love. Leviti- 
cus 19:17, 18, 33, 34; Deuteronomy 
6:4, 5; Matthew 22:35-38; John 3:16; 
13:34, 35; 1 Corinthians 13 
10. December 7.—The Nature and Work 
of the Church. Matthew 16:13-20; 
18:15-20; Acts 2:37-47; 8:1; 9:31; 1 
Corinthians 7:17; 12:4-31; Galatians 
1:13, 21-24; Ephesians 1:15-23; 4:1- - 
16; 5:25-27; Revelation 1:10, 11 
11. December 14.—Christian Stewardship. 
Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 16:9-13; 18: 
24-30; 1 Cerinthians 16:2; 2 Corinth- 
ians 8:1 to 9:15 
12. December 21.—The Coming of God’s 
Son (Christmas Lesson). 
Isaiah 9:6, 7; John 1:1-18; 1 John 4:9-14 
13. December 28.—The Christian’s Hope. 
Matthew 25:31-46; John 14:1-6; 2 
Corinthians 5:1-10; 2 Timothy 4:6- 
8; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Revelation 22:1-5 


First Quarter, 1942 


1. January 4.—The Synoptic Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke. Matthew 1:1, 
17; Mark 1:1, 14, 15; Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-5 
2. January 11.—The Infancy and Boy- 
hood of Jesus. Matthew 1, 2; Luke 1, 2 








cumstances we are called upon to pass 
through, we should give thanks as we 
realize that in all things God, our Father, 
has our best interests in view, and that 
His dealings with us are always work- 
ing out for lasting blessing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The normal Christian experience is 
that of continual fellowship with God as 
manifested in a prayerful spirit and a 
grateful heart. It is a mistake to think 
of a prayer-life as the characteristic of 
some exceptional saint. jl believers 
are exhorted to continue instant in 
prayer and in joyous thanksgiving. To 
enter into this is to know a.life of vic- 
tory over all the power of the enemy, 
for “the joy of the Lord is your strength” 
(Neh. 8:10). Holiness and joy go to- 
gether, and true joy is found as we live 
in the presence of God (Psa. 16:11). 


A Lesson Outline 
THE Mopet PRAYER 

“Our Father”—Recognized relationship 

“Which art in heaven”—Acknowledged 
superiority 

“Hallowed be thy mname”—Reverent 
adoration 

“Thy kingdom come”—Earnest expecta- 
tion 


“Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven”—Intelligent intercession 


November 8, 1941 


“Give us this day our daily bread”—Im- 
plicit confidence. 

“Forgive us our debts”—Sincefre confes- 
sion 

“As we forgive our debtors”—Forgiving 
grace 

“Lead us.not into temptation”—Self-dis- 
trust 

“Deliver us from evil”—Recognized dan- 
ger 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Why Pray at All? It is often said by 
some who attempt to be wiser than God’s 
Word, that prayer in the sense of asking 
of Him is not only unnecessary, but fool- 
ish. We are told that prayer changes 
nothing and that it is absurd to suppose 
our asking can in any way affect God’s 
giving. But Scripture shows us that 
God has chosen to give in answer to 
prayer many things that He will not give 
apart from prayer, in order that we may 
have continual evidence that we have 
to do with a living God and that our 
souls may be drawn into communion 
with Himself, 

Forgiveness and Prayer. It is all-im- 
portant that we distinguish between the 
forgiveness of a sinner on the ground of 
pure grace, when he trusts in the Lord 
Jesus (Acts 10:43), and the restorative 
forgiveness of a failing believer when 
he comes to His Father in confession (1 
John 1:9). Moreover, as there are cer- 
tain governmental consequences that 
often follow failure, these will not be 
removed if the believer refuses to for- 
give his brethren, whom he considers 
have sinned against him. 

Thanksgiving. Someone has said that 
“every day should be thanksgiving day” 
for the Christian. Every day brings new 
mercies, fresh evidences of God’s kind- 
ness and of His thoughtful care, and our 
hearts should ever respond in praise and 
gratitude to the Giver of all good, not 
alone for answered prayer, but for all 
the unasked for blessings He is lavish- 
ing upon us constantly. 


Applications and Summaries 


Our Lord does not forbid His disciples 
to pray in public as well as in private. 
But He rebukes the folly of praying to 
be seen of men and emphasizes the place 
of prayer as a means of communing with 
God. 

Remember that the words of Jesus.as 
to secret prayer being openly rewarded 
are absolutely true. Prayer is far more 
than simply talking things over with 
God and so finding help from its reflex 
effect upon oneself. It is asking of God 
in the expectation of receiving from 
Him. 

Parents plan for their children, and 
yet find a peculiar pleasure when their 
littles ones come to them asking for what 
has been provided for already. So it is 
with God our Father. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr, Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. ave you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


F GOD is all-wise and all-loving, why 
need we pray at all? 


2. Does prayer cause God to change 
His purpose? 


3. Why do you pray? 
4. What does prayer do for us? 
5. How often should we pray? 


6. In what attitude should all our praying 
be done? 


7. Can we really thank God for “every 
thing’? 

8. How is God honored by our thanksgiv- 
ing? 

9. Is there anything more in prayer and 
thanksgiving than their refiex action upon 
our own hearts? 


10. What specific spiritual blessing has 
come to you during your moments of 
prayer? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 911 of this issue. 


bd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Getting across the Road.”—When thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and .. - 
shut thy door (Matt. 6:6). I will have 
taught the Iron Rose Bible Class for 52 
years, without a break, if I live to teach 
this lesson. The men of the class have 
been and are now, for the most part, 
wage earners. They have to make their 
own way in the world. 

I believe every man needs a helper, 
as making a life is no small affair. The 
Chinese word for life, so I am told, is 
a word that means “crossing the road.” 
(The American name for death, out here 
in the countryside, sometimes, is “Kick- 
ing the bucket.”) 

The main highway of a man’s life, 
from youth to age, is crowded with dan- 
gerous traffic. We need a Guide to get 
safely across. Something more than red 
and green lights of warning and ad- 
vice. We need the Personal Guide. 

So all these years it has been a main 
purpose of my leadership to teach my 
men to tie up with the Lord Jesus as 
Guide and Friend to get them “across 
the road.” 

With this object in view, I try to teach 
the men to pray. So the first part of 
the session of the class is taken up with 
a period of silent prayer. We pray for 
the sick and troubled ones by name. 
Every man is directed to enter the closet 
of his heart and shut the door and tell 
his Father in, Heaven all about it. 

cinder in the eye, or a gravel in 
the shoe can spoil a happiness. So can 
a speck of trouble or a grain of per- 
plexity. Do as you are told, lay the cares 








before the Lord, or rather on the Lord 
(1 Pet. 5:7; Psa. 37:5; Phil. 4:6). 

We close with the Lord’s Prayer, and 
I point out that the peak of the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Give’ us this day our daily 
bread,” does not mean just a piece of 
bread, but our whole living, home, 
clothes, friends, and the like. 


Appreciation and Gratitude—Giving 
thanks ... unto God and the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 
5:20). The Scriptures make it very plain 
that thanksgiving is a most important 
part of praying. The Lord Jesus prac- 
ticed it. Paul urges it (Matt. 26:27; John 
6:11; Phil. 4:6). 

The grace of thanksgiving is the ex- 
pression of appreciation and gratitude. 
One a Soprano and the other a Contralto. 
Thanksgiving is the song they sing. Now, 
as everyone knows, good sopranos and 
good contraltos are not plentiful enough 
to be a drug on the market. 

The Master met ten lepers one day. 
He cured them and teld them what to 
do. They did it, but only one came 
back to thank his Benefactor. The Mas- 
ter said, perhaps, with a sigh, “Were 
there not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine?” (Luke 17:12-18.) 

No doubt “the nine” were just as 
thankful, but only one was thoughtful, 
or had the thanksgiving habit. And this 
writer is wondering if this ten per cent 
does not measure present-day proportion 
and rule of life to express gratitude upon 
all occasions. (Psa. 100:4; Rom. 14:6.) 

Mother Ridgway was ‘for years the 
“Guardian Angel” of the working peo- 
ple who lived around us in, Midway, 
“up and down the pike” and “across the 
railroad tracks.” Father had been a 
Jersey farmer, and so we kept a good 
cow. But we generally had to buy the 
milk for the family from “Old Billy 
Clark,” the town’s only milkman. 

When “Old Chalk and Water,” as we 
boys used to call the fine old man, would 
hand in milk that was not up to Dad’s 
idea, Dad would manifest annoyance (to 
put it mildly). 

Our own cow’s milk was tops. But 
Mother was likely to give it all away 
to the Midway mill-men’s babies. She 
contended the milkman’s milk was not 
good enough and regular enough to 
make many a baby thrive. 

All Midway mothers loved Susan 
Ridgway, but I cannot remember any 
of them expressing love and gratitude 
beyond a mere “Much obliged to ya, 
Missus Ridgway.” More than this, 

Mother neither expected nor wanted any 
more. Her love for her neighbors was 
just a part of her. 


A State of Mind.—In every thing give 
thanks (1 Thess. 5:18). That is to say, 
acquire the thankful state of mind. The 
appreciation habit. 

Old Billy Bray was a converted Welsh 
miner who, after he came to know his 
Lord, was a wonderful evangelist among 
his fellow workmen. 
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Billy named one of his legs “Glory” 
and the other “Hallelujah.” As he moved 
along the road he would go singing at 
each step, “Glory-Hallelujah!” “Glory- 
Hallelujah !” “Glory-Hallelujah !” 

“Billy, me mon,” cried a mate, “your 
singin’ ye do as ye walk along sounds 
more like a crow than an angel.” 

“Well,” replied Billy, “the good Lord 
made the crow, didn’t He? An’ the same 
good Lord made Billy Bray, didn’t He? 
The same good Lord gave both of us 
our songs, so he must like both songs, 
doesn’t He?” 

And away Billy would go with his rau- 
cous voice singing, “Glory-Hallelujah !” 
Billy had the “in-every-thing-give- 
thanks” state of mind. 

Some day when you are taking a 
“hike,” instead of singing, “Hay foot, 
straw foot, here we come a marching; 
hay foot, straw foot, here we come a 
marching,” or whistling, “The Girl I Left 
Behind Me,” — good old army marching 
helps, name one leg “Glory” and the 
other “Hallelujah” and see what a great 
help it is on the going. 

When you sit down to rest under the 
shade of a friendly tree, or beside a 
rippling brook, you can change the tune 
to, “Count your many blessings, name 
them one by one.” 

When you do these things you will be 
illustrating this text in the first person 
singular; and not only that, you will find 
how much easier and happier life will 
move along. It is just like being up with 
the division next to the band as the 
parade comes marching down the‘street ! 
You move through life with the music 
of a thankful heart always helping you 
on your way. You'll have the habit that 
makes for joy through life (Prov. 17: 
22; Isa. 51:11). 


COATESVILLE, PA, 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We do thank 
Thee for the refuge that prayer offers for our 
weary minds. We do not know which way 
to turn, excepting as we secure light and 
guidance from Thee by one of the ways by 
which Thou dost speak to Thy children. We 
thank Thee for this Thy Word which we have 
before us today, and we would approach it 
with the spirit of thanksgiving, — not as sup- 
pliants merely, but as those who are glad 
with a deep gladness because of Thy mercy 
and Thy love. Bring light, we pray Thee, 
into our darkness, and do for us, and for our 
loved ones, and for others for whom we 
should pray, what we can by no means do 
for ourselves. May we find rest in the 
midst of work in Thy service, and be assured 
that Thy grace is sufficient. We ask this in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In all these passages 
for our study today, there is a note that 
runs insistently and gleriously through 
them all. It is the note of thankfulness. 
There is a glad completeness about it. 
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We are not to choose this or that event 
in our lives as especially worthy of 
thanks, but we are to give thanks for 
everything, knowing that our commit- 
ment to our Heavenly Father means on 
His part an answering attention to every 
need of ours, and of those for whom we 
pray.’ Teach us this day to be glad. You 
wonder why we should be glad? Well, 
we should be glad because our Heavenly 
Father is our Father, and is not that 





IN EVERYTHING 
GIVE THANKS 
WILL YOU? 











a great fact over which we should re- 
joice, and keep on rejoicing? Circum- 
stances of life may change, but He 
doesn’t change. Are you able to look 
up from your house at a range of moun- 


tains standing out against the sky? They ‘ 


do not change. Do you look up with 
equal certainty to your Heavenly 
Father? Yes, more than that. Let us 
pray: 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week, But readers 
ae urged not to send anything without first 
and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
Diaindn the conditions of this department. The 
‘ull list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
me editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text apesepres in 
the lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


What Needed to Be Shut Out.—When 
thou prayest, enter into thine inner 
chamber, and having shut thy door 
(Matt. 6:6). A young man was in great 
distress about nof'being able to find com- 
fort and help ‘in‘'pfayer. “Have ‘you 
followed the Master's rules?” asked an 
old minister to whom he had confided 
his trouble. The young man said, he 
thought he had. “You went into a quiet 
room by yourself?” “Yes.” “How about 
shutting the door? Did you shut out all 
your business worries, all your plans of 
pleasure, all your self-esteem? Was all 





ISam. 2:25. 

















seventy times“to pray” is palial. ZZ 
When so translated it is always in its reflexive Lj 
form. Its primary meaning is"to render ~7 
judgment.” Both meanings appear in one 
verse, where the verb occurs twice. “If one 
man sin against another, the judge 
shall judge (palal-intensive) him; but 
if a man sin against the Lord, who y é 
shall intreat( palal-reflexive) for him?” 
Thus at the heart of = ¢ 
word pray is the thought of self-judgmezt. ; 
The publican of Luke 18 assumed the aay 
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your earth silent before God when you 
sought Him in that quiet room, alone?” 
The young man felt with a thrill that 
the speaker had found out the secret of 
his trouble. When we kneel in the quiet- 
ness of the evening hour, our first peti- 
tion should be: “Lord, help me to shut 
the door.”—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


He Knew What God Would Do.—Your 
Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him (v. 8). My 
grandfather was a very poor minister, 
and kept a cow, which was a very great 
help in the support of his children — 
he had ten of them— but the cow took 
the “staggers” and died. “What will you 
do now?” said my grandmother. “I can- 
not tell what we shall do now,” said he, 
“but I know what God will do: God will 
provide for us. We must have milk for 
the children.” The next morning there 
came £20 to him. He had never made 
application to the fund for the relief of 
ministers, but on that day there was £5 
left when they had divided the money, 
and one said: “There is poor Mr. Spur- 
geon down in Essex; suppose we send 
it to him.” The chairman —a Mr. Morely 
of this day—said: “We had better 
make it £10, and I'll give £5.” Another 
£5 was offered by another member, if 
a like amount could be raised to make 
it up to £20, which was done. They 
knew nothing about my grandfather’s 
cow; but God did, you see; and there 
was the new cow for him. And those 
gentlemen in London were not aware 
of the importance of the service which 
they had rendered.—Charles H. Spur- 
geon. From the Watchman-Examiner. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Newfane, 
BR. YT. 


The Man God Planned.—Thy will be 
done (v. 10). What would happen today 
if you or I should say from the heart, 
“Lord, work thy will with me”? Dare 
we do it? Are we afraid? If so, what 
do we fear? What is God’s will? What 
does He want to make of us? We have 
heard the story of the man who dreamed 
that a man of wondrous beauty and 
noble bearing approached him. With 
admiration and envy he gazed and said, 
“Who is this stranger of so majestic 
mien?” The answer came, “This is the 
man God meant you to be.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


General Lee’s Forgiveness.—If ye for- 
give men their trespasses (v. 14). A 
Union soldier, bitter in his hatred of the 
Confederacy, lay wounded at Gettys- 
burg. At the close of the battle General 
Lee rode by, and the soldier, though 
faint from exposure and loss of blocd, 
raised his hands, looked Lee in the face, 
and shouted as loudly as he could, “Hur- 
rah for the Union!” The General heard 
him, dismounted, and went toward him, 
and the soldier confesses: “I thought 
he meant to kill me. But as he came up, 
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Lesson for November 23 


he looked at me with such a sad ex- 
pression upon his face that all fear left 
me, and looking right into my eyes, he 
said, ‘My son, I hope you will soon be 
well.’ If I live a thousand years, i shall 
never forget the expression on General 
Lee’s face. There he was, defeated, re- 
tiring from a field that had cost him and 
his cause almost their last hope, and 
yet he stopped to say words like those 
to a wounded soldier of the opposition 
who had taunted him as he passed by. 
As soon as the General left me I cried 
myself to sleep there upon the bloody 
battleground.”—From W. S. B., in the 
New Century Leader. Sent by Ruth E. 
Dow, Wayne, Maine. 


Grumbling, Even in Plenty.—Rejoice 
evermore (1 Thess. 5:16). Mrs. Higgins 
was an incurable grumbler. She grum- 
bled at everything and everyone. But 
at last the vicar thought he had found 
something about which she could make 
no complaint; the old lady’s crop of po- 
tatoes was certainly the finest for miles 
round. “Ah, for once you must be well 
pleased,” he said, with a beaming smile, 
as he met her in the village street. 
“Everyone’s saying how splendid your 
potatoes are this year.” The old lady 
glowered at him as she answered: 
“They’re, not so poor. But where’s the 
-bad ones for the pigs?”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


A Servant’s Persistent Praying.—Pray 
without ceasing (v. 17). A Christian 
servant reveals how she prays without 
ceasing: “When I first open my eyes 
in the morning I pray, ‘Lord, open the 
eyes of my understanding’; and while I 
am dressing I pray that I may be clothed 
with the robe of righteousness; when I 
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wash I ask for the washing of regenera- 
tion; as I work I pray that I may have 
strength equal to my day; when I begin 
to kindle the fire I pray that God’s work 
may revive my soul; as I sweep out the 
house I pray that my heart may be 
cleansed from all its inmapurities; while 
preparing and partaking of breakfast I 
pray to be fed with the hidden manna 
and sincere milk of the Word; as I am 
busy with the little children I look up 
to God as my Father and pray for the 
spirit of adoption, that I may be His 
obedient child—and so on all day. 
Everything I do furnishes me with a 
thought for prayer.”—From a tract, 
“Prayer,” of the Free Tract Society, Inc. 
Sent by Antonio Lacanilao, Manila, 
Philippines. 


Not Always Thus.—In every thing give 
thanks (Golden Text).,.dThe Rev. Leslie 
F. Church, Ph.D., told. the following tale 
at the Annual Meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society on May 1, 1940: 
A friend of his was staying in York- 
shire one very wet Sunday with two 
other friends. On the way to church 
he was told they would be the only peo- 
ple there probably, and that the service 
would be taken by a lay preacher who 
would have walked fifteen miles over 
the hills in the pouring rain to get 
there. “Is he a great preacher?” the 
friend asked. “No, but he can pray. He 
always begins, continues, and ends with 
thanking God.” Sure enough, they were 
the whole congregation, and the old man 
came into the pulpit, drenched through 
with the rain, but punctual. He began 
his prayer thus: “Almighty God, we 
thank Thee that it is not always as bad 
as this..—From E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize itlustration. 
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Better hymn playing is assured through the study of the Evangelistic Hymn Playing Course, 


composed, arranged, and directed by Robert Harkness. Send for free details. Mr. 


Harkness 


also offers a Beginner's Hymn Playing Course for piano and organ. Address Robert Harkness, 
P Box 204, South Pasadena, Calif. 
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BILHORN 


“THE ORIGINAL” 
FOLDING ORGAN 


Patented in 
countries. 
over for fifty 9 years. 





e Easily carried 


Inexpensive 


e Sweet tone 
« Astonishing volume e 
Ideal for Missions, Camps, Sunday Schools, Homes, etc. 
Write for descriptive folder and prices 
BILHORN BROS. ORGAN CO., INC. 


1414 McLean Ave. Dept S Chicago, Hil. 





——(CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
New, attractive CHRISTMAS and EVERY DAY 
Greetings with worthwhile sentiments, many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores— 
Boxed and Unboxed—good profit—no investment 
necessar Catalo; ana sales lans on " — 
PEASE GR IETING ARDS, INC. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo, N. Y. 


LUGE 


on the International 
Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 

lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 

















Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Christmas Post Cards 


with reproduction of masterpieces. For person- 
al use or distribution. Ideal for handing out in 
Sunday school classes. 10 cents per dozen, 75 
cents per 100. Also special Christmas tracts, 
35 cents per 100. Order early to avoid delay. 


FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept.T | MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN 


} FREE 


Send today for your 
copy of = indispen- 


Reference 
Guide 


to the BEST in Chris- 
tian literature. 
Bigger and better 
than ever. 1942 edi- 
176 pages tion gives you complete 
description of latest publications witha ready 
index to 5,000 items: Books, Bibles, Pictures, 
Plaques, Church and Sunday School Sup- 
plies, etc. Nothing like it. Real time and 
money saver. Complete, up-to-date. 
Send post card or write today for free copy. 
EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City Dept. ST 366 Bay St, Toronte, Can. 
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“What! Nothing to give thanks for? 

Well, send for a free copy of ‘The Euro- 

pean Harvest Field,’’ and read about 
Christians in Europe.”’ 


AMERICAN EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 





COME BEFORE WINTER, 
By JANIE L. McMINN 


a new book of stories far children, from the Gospel of 
Luke,’ by the authoress of “‘Come and See.”’ 192 pages 
with 15 large and 6 small illustrations. Get a copy for 
your Children. It presents the Gospel and Christian 
truths in a simple way and will bring blessings to young 
hearts. Read it to them, Price, $1.25 


LOIZEAUX BROTHERS ° 
19 West 218¢ Street New York, N. Y. 


The Young People’s 
Church of the Air 


EVERY SUNDAY 
Coast to Coast 
on Mutual Broadcastin 
System, 4:30 p. m., E. S. 
Write for schedule—Percy Crawford, P. O. Box 1, Phila. 
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For Junior Teeubais” | 
By Ruth E: Dow 


URPRISE your pupils _by. offering 

them chocolates or fudge. 
them eat a piece right then and there! 
I trust that they will not forget to thank 
you, or you will have a missing link 
for the lesson. 

You thanked me for the candy. Did 
you think of thanking ‘God for it?) Who 
gave the sunshine and rain to- make 
the cacao plants and the sugar cane grow 
for candy? Who -gave mankind the-ca- 
cao. plant and the sugar: cane?- -Who 
made man’s mind-clever enough. to learn 
to make machinery to crush -the- sugar 
cane and make sugar from it? Who 
gave me the desire to teach you about 
God so that I:400k this class? When 
you “come rig wn to it,” God had 
a lot more to @@ with..giving you that 
piece of candy today than I did. Every- 


thing we have really comes from Him — 


directly or indirectly (Jas. 1:17). You 
can trace that dress or suit you are 
wearing back to God, too, although your 
mother may have bought it at Blank’s 
Store. 

Let the pupils supply missing words: 
You remember we found last Sunday 
that God cares for us every minute and 
that all the goodness we have comes from 
(Christ). Each of us is like a 
(branch). The Lord Jesus Christ 
(vine). God is the 
(husbandman). If we -abide in Christ 
and He in us, we bear much 
(fruit). And do we say, “What a good 
boy (girl) am I!”? No; we say, 
good God is to me!” 

Many years ago a song writer wanted 
to say, “Thank you,” to God. He be- 
gan this way: “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul” — you boys all repeat that — “and 
all that is within me, bless his holy 
name”— girls, you say that together. 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul” — boys — 
“and forget not all his benefits” — girls. 
Repeat these two verses.of Psalm 103 
again. Has God ever forgiven you for 
anything? telling a lie? disobeying 
Mother? Does He forgive you for only 
one or two things? Ask. Dorothy to 
repeat verse 3a. Did you ever have a 
bad cold and get over it all right? or 
measles, or whooping cough? Did God 
have anything to do with your getting 
well, or did the doctor cure’ you? As- 
sign Florence verse 3b. Did you ever 
come near drowning or being run over? 
What saved you? Who saves you from 
the dreadful results of sin? Assign Vio- 
let verse 4a. Did Mother take loving 
care of you when you were sick? Does 
she see that you have enough to eat 
and wear? Do you have good times like 
picnics and parties? The song writer 
thought that these good things come 
from God’s hand, too. Do you agree? 
Assign Sally verse 4b: Do you like 
apples, chocolates, ice cream? © Assign 
verse 5 to Caroline. Discuss the mean- 
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‘ing of verses‘ 8, 10-13, nat assign’ one 


verse ‘to each. of five boys. Let the girls 


‘repeat verse 20 in unison, the boys verse 
* 21p-and all join in-verse 22. Now you 


have & Thanksgiving exercise taken from 
Psalm 103. ‘Repeat ‘several times: until 
the verses are learned. If possible, use 
it in public: in “next Sunday’s opening 
exercises or ih a Thanksgiving program. 

Give: ‘the pupils opportunity for sen- 


“tence prayers” expressing appreciation 


for specific delights ° in their lives. 
Thanksgiving. should also be ‘trans- 
lated into action. I usually introduce 


. a felief or missionary project at this 


time to culminate at Christmas, One 
year I used a Thanksgiving “wheel” for 


_ Offerings. Two circlés; 9 inches in ‘diam- 


eter, were cut from a discarded window 
shade. On one of the circles five spokes 
were drawn, spaced -about-5% inches 
apart at the circumference. In each V, 
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By Wade C. Smith ~_ 
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formed -by the. spokes; a slot for coins 
was cut across the V about 1% inches 
from the hub. The two circles were 
then placed together and stitched to- 
gether on the sewing machine along the 
spokes and % inch inside the rim. Each 
division of the wheel was labeled one 
of the following and illustrated by a 
small picture cut from a magazine: Lov- 
ing Care in Our Homes, God’s Good 
Gifts for the Body, Good Times, Gifts 
for the Mind, God’s Gifts for the Heart. 
Between the slots and the hub, the fol- 
lowing was written, placing one word 
in each division and going around twice: 
“Because I have been given much, I, too, 
shall give.” The wheel was tacked at 
the hub to the bulletin board. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is. Taught This Week 

Goal.—Deeper, richer experience 
prayer. 

Activity—During the week send notes 
to .several of your girls, or call on.them, 
asking them to give testimonies as to 
what. prayer has meant in ‘their lives. 

Memory Verse.—‘“‘O give. thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is good: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever’ (Psa. .107:1). 


in 











ACQUAINTING THE GIRLS WITH THE LORD 


ECEDE your preparation with 

prayer. Once we overheard a-Chris- 
tian woman telling a friend about a 
certain conference speaker who- felt that 
his first message to. the young people 
had failed completely.: There was no 
response. In utter despair he went into 
the woods to study and talk alone with 
God, and gain new strength and courage 
for his task. That night when he. re- 
turned, the power of the Holy. Spirit 
was with him, and through his speaking 
the ‘majority of the: boys: and: girls at 
that conference answered the ane 
of ‘Christ. 

Charles G. Finney. has cauttien how he 
and some of his friends lévéd to spend 
time ‘alone in the woods with the 
Héavenly Father, and what marvelous 
blessings were there received. 

How did Christ prepare His hearers 
for a lesson on prayer? First, He prayed 
alone; then He prayed with them.’ He 
called their attention to *successful and 
unsuccessful prayers; and He gave them 
a pattern for prayer. 


GIVING. PRACTICE IN PRAYER 


Call for the assigned reports’ on the 
prayer experiences of your girls. "When 
the: power of the Lord is very real.‘to 
the -girls,;--and the Holy: Spirit -directs 
you to call for. sentence prayers, each 
one.- who. wishés may express. the 
thoughts of her heart to the Lord. -'Be- 
fore any-individual prayers are: madé, 
you might recite Psalm 23 in unison, or 
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read . prayerfully- the. printed Scripture 
lesson. 

Is it possible that the worship cf your 
girls is mechanical and formai? Is 
prayer, to them, merely a habit, or an 
imitation of a habit of adult friends? Or 
is their fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
deep and sincere? (Recall last lesson.) 
The habit of prayer is splendid, but the 
absolute assurance of God’s attention to 
the pray-er is essential (Meb. 11:6). 

CONTINUING THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER 

How will you help your girls make 
prayer a natural and vital element in 
their lives? Besides their personal de- 
votional period each day, they should at- 
tend prayer meeting as a definite part 
of their training in the Christian life 
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Have you missed this much loved book ? 


WINGS AND SKY 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


In this book of 168 poems Mrs. Nicholson has written 
out of her own +. 7 of the comfort and sustaini 


power of God. Here is a collection usable, soul- 
stirring songs of home, children, motherhood, and 
verses for shut-ins, all true to the the Word rd. Dr. Louis S. 


Bauman says of this book, “Apart from the Bible, we 
know of no finer gift to send to a friend or loved one in 
sorrow.” Sufferers will glean courage from these 
pases. and the strong will find it a Sialtenee. Velour 
inding, $1.00, cloth, $1.50. Order from 
HOWARD W. NICHOLSON 


1406 Lagoon Wilmington, Calif. 
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(Acts 16:13; Heb. 10:25). Do they tell 
you that it bores them to meet with a 
handful of grownups for prayer? As- 
sure the girls that a talk with Christ 
is never monotonous, and they should 
come not because of the audience, but 
to honor their Lord through their pres- 
ence and in their hearts. If it continues 
to embarrass them to be among the few 
who attend, then pray yourself for God’s 


SURETIES OF 
THE SAINTS 


By W.H. Rogers 


Messages which encourage, 
establish, comfort and stim- 
ulate Christians whose faith 
‘ay may at times waver. Deals 
with the great foundation 
truth of salvation and the 
Blessed Hope. Five-span 
bridge from earth to heaven 
is clearly depicted and is 
so interlocked with Christ 
that it cannot fail, 


112pages - go cents 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Ill. 















change is needed. 

Suggest, also, or lead the girls to sug- 
gest, that groups of young people meet 
together often for specific prayer for un- 
saved friends, and for personai or mutual 
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By Wrsvur M. Smite 
The Oldest and Most Complete Commentary on the 
International Uniform Sunday. School Lessons. 


Up to date in facts—Interpretations—TIllustrations—Spiritually Uplifting— 
Unlimited in Helpfulness to Teachers. 68th Annual! Volume. 








$2.00 
NOTES FROM A LAYMAN’S GREEK TESTAMENT 


By Ernest Gorpon 


A book of rich comments chiefly from the fruits of personal meditation with 
some material from reading, drawn from older sources. Issued for the purpose 
of making accessible to the general Christian public, and for ministers without 
facility in New Testament Greek, suggestive material for personal Bible study, 
for the prayer meeting, and for the Sunday School. $2.00 


YOUTH EXPLORES THE BIBLE 
By Davmp R. Pirer 


A new story of the Bible. Not a series of separate Bible stories, but a closely 
connected and swiftly moving narrative. Reads like a continued story, present- 
ing the great Bible characters vividly in the setting of their times. The 58 pen 
and ink illustrations combine artistic excellence with Biblical accuracy. $2.00 


THE BRIDGE OF CARAVANS 
By Frances JENKINS OLCOTT 


620 miles of adventure—Intimate sketches of Cyprus, Cilicia, Syria, Palestine, 
of that famed Bridge between the continents. 18 illus. $2.00 


BIBLE QUIZZES FOR EVERYBODY 
By Freperick HALL 


A new volume in the famous KNOW-YOUR-BIBLE SERIES containing 
many hundreds of Bible questions of wide variety from the simplest question 
drills to the most difficult quizzes on quotations frém the standard poets con- 
taining Biblical allusions. $1.00 


THE TEACHINGS OF CHRIST IN CROSS-WORD PUZZLES 
By Lucre PetTicREw JOHNSON 


The teachings of Christ on 52 different subjects form the basis of the book; 
however, other Biblical passages are also included. $1.00 


GOLDEN TEXT BOOK FOR 1942 ° 


Contains the Topics and Golden Texts of the Sunday School lessons. Daily 
Bible Readings, Christian Endeavor Topics and supplementary material. Vest- 
pocket size. 32 pages, paper bound with attractive cover in full colors. 

Sc each, $5.00 per 100 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston, Mass. 



































guidance in this situation. Perhaps some 
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problems. Pray for the continuing vic- 
tory of Christian girls. Pray for the 
leaders of your church. 
PraIsiInc Gop For RESULTS 

During National Prayer Week let us 
pray definitely for the youth of America, 
the boys in camps, girls who carry on 
at home, employees in industrial defense 
projects and other occupations, students, 
and young people everywhere. Then plan 
with your personal prayer partners for 
a Rejoicing Meeting when you will 
praise God for the response of His wis- 
dom, mercy, and love (1 John 5:14, 15). 

Daily Devotionals: Thank God for: ‘(1) 
His salvation (Rev. 7:10-12); (2) His 
mercy (Psa. 107); (3) His forgiveness 
(Psa. 103); (4) His fellowship (John 15: 
1-10; (5) His Holy Spirit (Eph. 5: 18-21); 
(6) His promises (1 John 5:14, 15); (7) 
His glory (John 17:1-26). 

Memorize 1 John 4:7. 

ALPAuUGH, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “T. N. T.” 

Discussion: What do fellows commonly 
pray for? What should they pray for? 
What is the habit of prayer? How often 
should we pray? 

Objective: Finding and using the real 
power of prayer. 











AY, fellows, trying to think of an 
illustration of the power in prayer, 
my mind first went to the cataclysmic 
upheavals in the bowels of the earth 
which shifted oceans and rolled up great 
mountain ranges; then to the terrific 
blasts of lightning bolts sending their 
deafening roars of thunder rolling 
through the heavens and sometimes 
striking downward to wreak destruction 
of life and property on the earth; then 
I thought of the tornado sweeping across 
the prairie, demolishing everything in 
its path, leaving forests and cities flat- 
tened in its wake; or that silent yet 
equally powerful force pushing sprouts 
from swelling grain up into the air of 
a wheat field, millions of tons of pres- 
sure produced by the warmth of the 
sun and the moisture’of raindrops. But 
while any or all of these might serve 
as, at best, weak illustrations of the 
power of prayer, they do not suit my 
purpose, because they are exclusively in 
God’s control, and man has simply to 
stand awe-struck or terrified, and watch 
the “accident” of them. Not accident, 
for nothing which God does is by chance 
or haphazard; but so far as man is con- 
cerned he is helpless in their presence. 
I want some powerful thing which 
man can harness to illustrate (if only 
faintly) the titanic, supernatural powef 
which is available to him for instant 
use. So I am taking T. N. T., that if 
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possible I may impress you with this 
mighty thing called prayer. Perhaps 
you already know that T. N. T. stands 
for a chemical compound called Tri- 
nitro-toluene. We laymen understand it 
as the most powerful force known in 
ratio to its weight and dimensions. A 
baby could carry enough of it to blow 
up a whole port, including many build- 
ings and ships. This is something of 
extreme (I almost said supernatural) 
power which a human being can handle 
and control. That is the point I want 
to impress. It is yours to deal with: 
Prayer. 

There are two things that should be 
stripped at once from the common 
thought about prayer. The first is the 
idea that prayer may be used for selfish 
purposes. Prayer is powerless when 
made for merely selfish ends. It is worse 
than powerless, because if God should 
grant such a prayer, the thing desired 
will likely turn upon you and destroy 
your peace. The second thing to be 
dismissed is the idea that prayer is to 
get things from God—even proper and 
wholesome things! The highest and 
most powerful use of prayer is to know 
God better—to know Jesus Christ, so 
that you and He are one in thought and 
aim. Yes, God graciously invites us to 
“ask what ye will,” but He wants us to 
will to want and to do His will. I am 
privileged to ask in prayer for whatever 
my heart desires, but in the asking, may 
God help me to say: “Please, Lord, an- 
swer this request in the way that will 
help me to know You better.” The an- 
swer may not be according to the blue- 
print we have drawn, but it will be in 
a way that will bring us into closer un- 
derstanding with Him and place us in 
the center of His will. Could there be 
anything finer than that? Do you be- 
lieve God is wiser than you to know 
what is best for you? You are so short- 
sighted you cannot see beyond the pres- 
ent. He sees all the future before you. 
Is it not wonderful that through this 
‘mighty power of prayer we can place all 
our affairs in the hands of a wise and 
loving Father ! 

That is why we see so much about 
“thanksgiving” in the Bible call to 
prayer. When' you pray in the “Thy- 
will-be-done” spirit, you go down to 
your knees in victory. By this you can 
know you’ve got the answer already — 
and in infinite wisdom. Thus you can 
definitely and assuredly thank God for 
the answer, before a word of the peti- 
tion is uttered. This kind of prayer sets 
in motion the very power of Almighty 
God. 

AVON Park, FLA. 

ve 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


The“ questions are on page 905) 


1. He Himself commands us to pray, so 
prayerlessness is disobedience. He delights 
to give us aS we pray that we may realize 
His care over us individually. 

2. No. But prayer is part of God’s pur- 
pose. He chooses to act as we pray. 


3. Many people pray only to ask for 
things, but prayer should be communion 
with the Lord, and certainly we should 
spend as much time in praise, thanksgiv- 
ing, and in listening for God’s voice as we 
do asking Him for what we want. 


4. Prayer shuts out the evil influences of 
the world and focuses our thought on God. 
“All that is within’’ us should be exercised 
through prayer (Matt. 6:5-15; Psa. 103:1). 

5. We need not always be consciously 
praying, but the normal life of a person 
who abides in Christ is lived in an attitude 
of prayer (1 Thess. 5:16-18). 

6. “Rejoice in the Lord. alway” (Phil. 4: 
4). 

7. Yes, if we trust completely. He 
sees the end..from thé beginning, and will 
not withhold from-us any good thing. In 
after years, we can often see why certain 
trials come. Why not trust instead of 
waiting to see? 


8. As our Father, His heart is gladdened 
by our grateful appreciation of His good- 
ness, 


9. A great deal more. It is the divinely 
eppointed way of communion with God. 


10. Some Christians like to keep a Thanks- 
giving Book in which they record their 
blessings and answers to prayer. “And it 
will surprise you what the Lord hath done,” 
as the hymn says. (See also Psa. 103:2.) 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


HOULD we. have membership con- 

tests. in the Primary Department? 
This is a question which may be a prob- 
lem in some Primary Departments. 

I don’t know that I would call them 
“contests,” but “campaigns.” Yes, I 
would give awards for bringing new 
members. A star or a seal or a picture 
for bringing a child once, and if they 
come three Sundays and become mem- 
bers, a Gospel or a Testament, and a 
credit toward the award you are going 
to give the one who brings the most 
new members. 

If we believe it is important to reach 
the children for Christ, then we should 
use every legitimate means to get them 
into Sunday school, where there.should 
never be a Sunday when the way of sal- 
vation is not made plain. Why not be 
as wise in our generation as the chil- 
dren of the world? In plain English, It 
pays to advertise, so, Why not adver- 
tise our Sunday school, and get as many 
children in as we can? If businessmen 
didn’t use any better sense than many 
Christians do about their Sunday schools, 
there wouldn’t be any business. I have 
been told twice this summer that the 
Sunday school is on the way out. Well, 
if it is, it is because of such people as 
those- who.-knoek instead. of - boosting, 
who criticize instead of telling the world 
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TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 


(Founded 1846) Upland, Indiana 
** An Effective Christian College ’’ 


Co-educational - - Interdenominational 


Liberal Arts College offering A.B. and BS. in educa- 
tion. Accredited ~ the State Board of Education of 
Indiana. State certification for the training of teachers. 


Second semester opens February 4th. 





“When Snakes Began to 
Nurse Their Young” 


Eight-page pemphlet—satire, of course. For 3c stamp 
we send it and i easenese list of the 9 Shadduck books. 
TAKES GoD 2 dimes with the stamp and we add * 

GOD DID NOT MAKE.” It yi PR 
sagging faith. See our ad on page 912 of this paper. 


HOMO PUBLISHING CO., Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio 








A Worthy Investment 


Multnomah School 
of the Bible 


Interd ti — Evangelistic 
703 N. E. Multnomah 
PORTLAND - «- « OREGON 


Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe, D.D., President 
Rev. John G. Mitchell, D.D., Vice-President 
Rev. Simon E. Forsberg, Dean 
Standard Three-Year Courses 
Intensive Bible Instruction 
Free Tuition 














9000 workers WANTED 

so i, ez Souter, Soe 

eee eeremeen erie 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 

Dept. 6M Pontiac Bldg. | CHICAGO, ILL, 











MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY! 


Organizations, Schools, Lodges, Clubs make 
money easily selling HANDY WACKS 
Hang-up Waxed Paper and other popular 
household items. rite today for FREE 
catalog and interesting information. 


HANDY WACKS CORP., Sparta, Mich, 














Attractive 
Perma-Plax Wall Mottoes 


If you use Perma- 
Plax in your own 
home or send them 
as gifts, they will 
always return for 
Christ. 


The purpose and 
Prax ‘i of Perma- 

lies in ‘their 
unique presenta- 
tion of the common Scriptural truths 
in an uncommon way. 


' Priced from 15 cents to $2.00 
Purchase from your Religious Supply House 


Manslactured by Christian Art House 
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MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


: Over 1,500,000 
Sunflower Dish Cloths 


were sold in 1940 by members of 
Sunday schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young 
§ People’s Groups, etc. Finest quality 
4 cloths. They enable you to earn 
4 money for your treasury, and make 
friends for your organization. 
Sample Free to Official 
SANGAMON MILLS _ Est. 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 


IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 
Are your messages like piles of good lumber, or 
are they structures of salvation like the ark? 
LEARN HOW TO BUILD SERMONS | 
The 20 Lessons in Homiletics, published by Union 
B.blé Seminary, will — the pastor, evangelist, S. S. 
teacher, prayer-meeting leader, and occasional speaker 
to. arrange his thoug ts, to dig out new thoughts, 
and to present them in a psychological way. Fifteen 
methods of porssaring Gospel truths are shown in the 
course. Send $1 for the 20 les»ons in Homiletics, plus 
The. Gospel Minister weekly for 26 issues. 
Union Bible Seminary, Dept. 125A, Westfield, Ind. 


Music and Program Helps 
“ CHRISTMAS CAROL COLLECTION” (16 useful num- 
bers) 10c; “THE KING OF KINGS” (carols and short 
devotional exercise) 10c; “CHRISTMAS RECITATIONS 
AND PROGRAM HELPS,” 25c. One each of the three, 
35¢ postpaid. 
Sunday school and choir music catalog included FREE 


. GEO. H. ROSCHE & CO. 
337 W. Madison Street CHICAGO, ILL 


Christian Service Rewarded 


Constant income assured. A Gospel distributing 
agency is needed in your community. “This is a 
godsend,”’ said one pastor recently. 
Pastors, societies, church groups, or individuals can 
qualify. Particulars without obligation. 
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Dept. T 301-305 N. Elm Street Nappanee, Indiana 






































SEND AND SELL 


CHRISTIAN 


Our Box of 24 DeLuxe Scripture 

without. doubt the best value on market. ° 

value. Our Companion Box of 18 Scripture Text Folders 
ir , Si thy, etc., sells readily at $1.00. 

Asa Semple Offer we will send either the above Assort- 

ments for 6Sc. Two or more Boxes SOc each. Satisfac- 

tiow guaranteed. Request our new Catalogue featuri 

over 300; Books and Bibles. Agents profit is one-third. 
rvanized ups raise funds. No experience needed. 

now for most complete line ever offered. 
SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD Co. 
Box 313 town, Pa. 
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how much they need the Sunday school. 

My answer to the above question must 
be: Surely, have a continuous Member- 
ship Campaign ! 

THANKSGIVING Day 

I wonder how many teachers can tell 
the story of America’s first Thanksgiv- 
ing Day to the children? Read it over 
again. It will do you good. ° Then tell 
the class on Sunday. You and I from 
our vantage ground of achievement and 
luxury look back to that little group on 
the bleak New England shore, sur- 





Mrs. Low was in a serious auto- 
mobile accident on Saturday after- 
noon, October 18. Her condition 
is critical. Will readers please 
pray for her ‘spe y recovery, and 
for her husbandDr. Low, and 
her married daughter, Mrs. Mar- 
tha Hardie. Because of Mrs. Low’s 
promptness in sendigig in her lesson 
copy, her articles are in hand for 
many weeks ahead.—Editor. 











rounded by hostile Indians, cut off from 
friends in Europe by a then almost im- 
passable ocean, and wonder if they had 
much for which to thank God. 

Of material things they had little, but 
they were far richer than America is 
today, because they had a trust and faith 
in God that our country today has lost. 
Yet we have so much to be thankful for 
today. Let the children tell you some 
of the things they thank God for. Tell 
them some of the things they may not 
think of, or know. 

Home, when homes all over the world 
have been destroyed by bombs and war- 
fare. Father and mother and family, 
when all over the world, in many lands, 
families have been separated. Just yes- 
terday I was reading of how France was 
trying to find the parents for thousands 





THE SHADDUCK BOOKS 


ONLY RABBIT TRACKS, BUT THEY RAISE 


TWO QUESTIONS THAT BAFFLE UNBELIEVERS 


By. such phenomena as rabbit tracks, spots on a bitd’s egg, a curled feather in a duck’s 
tail, and» many .things easily observed, the author of the Shadduck books proves that much 
of the’ equipment of plants and animals could not be due to any cause but creation. 


At Bryan - University, a group of students was discussing, “MISTAKES GOD DID NOT 
MAKE,” and “DUST AND DEITY,” and the leader declared, ‘‘He proves his case by things 
familiar to all of us—convincing evidence, if only we had noticed.” 

A physician at Riverside, Calif., recently ordered all nine books. This week he wrote us, 
“I have read and reread them all —so; I take off my hat!” Few books are immediately, reread. 


They must be worth while. 


A missionary in Manoas, Brazil, has just ordered all nine books; we quote from his letter, 
“A few years ago I came in contact with the Shadduck books. They were so enlightening 
and interesting that I wanted to buy some, but I did not know where I could get them. 
Yesterday, to my joy, I discovered an advertisement .. .” 

In addition to two mentioned above, we offer, “30CKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND,” “PUDDLE 
TO PARADISE,” “TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS,” “ALIBI LULLABY BY-BY,” 
“GEE-HAW OF THE MODERN JEHU,” “SEVEN THUNDERS” (exposes Russell-Rutherford), 


“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION.” 


Any book sent for 2 dimes. All nine and 2 extra for $2. If you will sell, loan, or give 
them away, you may have 5 each of 2 kinds for $1. What an opportunity for parents, S. S. 
teachers, and Christian workers to help those. whose faith in the Bible is being weakened ! 


HOMO PUB. CO., Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio 
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of children who became separated from 
their families during the battle of 
France. Food and clothing, when ‘chil- 
dren in many lands are hungry, and 
their clothing is in rags. Freedom: of 
worship. We can still have our Sunday 
school and ciiurch, and preach the Gos- 
pel, while these. are forbidden in' many 
countries. 

All these things we can thank God for 
with all our hearts. But if these things 
were swept away, we should still thank 
God for the gift of His beloved Son as 
our Saviour; ‘we~could: still praise. arid 
thank Him for eternal life, and we could 
still thank Him for fellowship and com- 
munion in‘ prayer and with the Word. 

- Paul told us, “In every thing give 
thanks.” 

So we can join David in singing praise 
to our God, for “it is a good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord.” 


Mopesto, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer eeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr.. 











November 30. III. A Christian Is Forgiving: 
Matt. 6:12; 18:21-35. 





Sunday, November 23 


Il. A Christian Is Grateful 
(Luke 17:11-19; Eph. 5:20; Col. 3:17) 





Mon.—God’s response to thankfulness (2 
Chron. 5:13, 14). 

Tues.—Continual praise (Psa. 34:1-3). 

Wed.—Peace by prayer and thanksgiving 
(Phil. 4:5-7). 

Thurs.—Thankful sacrifice (Heb. 13:15, 16). 

Fri.~Thanks for conquered death (1 Cor. 
15:54-57). 

Sat.—Thankful for everything (1 Thess. 5: 
16-21). 











NGRATITUDE for human favors is 

one of the bitterest trials that men 

have to undergo. Shakespeare said of it: 
. ... Thou winter wind, 


Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude. 


Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky, 


Thou dost not bite so nigh 
As benefits forgot. 


But if ingratitude for human favors is 
so keen, how much more so is ingrati- 
tude toward God, whose love and pro- 
vision have surrounded even those who 
do not know Him, or, knowing Him, 
do not love and serve Him. Ingratitude 
is peculiarly a mark of unregenerate 
man. In Romans 1 we learn that even 
the heathen races have received in God’s 
creation a testimony concerning His 
eternal power and Godhead (vs. 19, 20). 
Yet having this knowledge of an all- 
wise and gdod Creator, they have turned 
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away. from it and “neither were thank- 
ful.” Instead they chose to worship idols 
made in the likeness of men and birds 
and beasts and reptiles (vs. 21-23). 


Ingratitude is also a peculiar charac- 
teristic of the end times, or last days 
(2 Tim. 3:1-4), and here we find that 
it has some very disreputable bedfel- 
lows, some of which we are not eager 
to give lodgment in our hearts. Here 
are some of them, —covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient, unholy, 
truce breakers, false accusers, inconti- 


nent, fierce, despisers of those who ‘are ~ 


good, traitors, heady, high-minded, and 
so ori. Surely ingratitude as God seés 


it is more than mere thoughtlessness - 


and carelessness on our part. It is a 
sin comparable, in His eyes, to these 
other despicable traits of human char- 
acter. Ve 
However, important as are Godi’s ‘gifts 
of physical life, and daily provision, and 
the wonders and beauty of nature, and 
all of that, man’s ingratitude for God’s 
great love gift,—the Lord Jesus, — and 
his unwillingness to. accept this gift is 
the greatest act of thanklessness that 
man can show. It is here that man’s 
ingratitude overreaches itself, and it is 


._ no wonder that the very angels are un- 


able to understand so great a thankless- 
ness. 

Even those of us who have accepted 
the Lord Jesus as our Saviour are not 
guiltless. How often have we shown, 
by our selfishness and complaining and 
willfulness, an ingratitude to God for all 
He has done for us. A little lad saw 
the inconsistency of his Christian father 
one morning at the breakfast table, when 
the father first thanked God for the 
food, and then began to grumble be- 
cause this or that was not just to his 
liking. 

“Did God hear you when you asked 
the blessing, Daddy?” asked the little 
fellow. 

“Ofcourse,” said his father somewhat 
gruffly. 

“Did He hear what you said. just. a 
minute ago,. too, Daddy?” insisted. the 
little fellow. 

“I suppose so,” said his father, not 
quite so belligerently. 

“Well, Daddy, which did God believe?” 
said the little chap, to his father’s great 
discomfiture. 

The Rev. Dr. John Jowett ‘said, “No 
one is going to have anything worth 
calling’ a harp in glory who. has not 
already harped music in his own soul.” 
The lepers of our Scripture lesson in 
Luke 17 had been given the greatest 
physical gift that could come to. them, 
— perfect healing and health. They had 
no claim on the Lord Jesus, yet -when 
they. were in need they were loud in 
their demands for mercy. . They were 
not asked to pay a huge sum for that 
which would have been worth all the 
gold in the kingdom. . They were: given 
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new health and healing without cost, 


~ even as they went to show themselvés 


to the priest in obedience to the Lord’s 
command. Yet only one of them, and 
this one a Samaritan, came back to thank 
the Lord Jesus for what He had done 
for him. And the record tells us that 
the Lord Jesus was sensitive to the miss- 
ing music of thanksgiving from the other 
nine, as well as-for the praise of the one 
that returned. 

We think it ineredible that the men 
should have shown so little gratitude for 
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their healing. But what about oursélves? 
Were we in any less desperate situa- 
tion than these lepers before the Lord 
Jesus found us and saved us? -How often 
have we thanked Him for our salvation, 


CRIPTURE TEXT PLACARDS 


For use in streetcars, churches,. missions, 
offices, shops, etc. Size 11 x 21 inches; fine 
Bristol board, large bold type, plain red border. 
Texts available, Matt. 11:28, Rom. 6:23, .Mark 
8:36, 1 Tim. 1:15. 25 cents net each, 


Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Ill, 











HILLEYS 


SUNDAY HOE LESION 
COmMMEnary 


HIGLEY’S 1942 COMMENTARY. 


'» The Finest Lesson Aid Ever Published* 


creo other commentary can match the broad and comprehensive 


~artay of teacher helps offered by Higley’s new volume. 22 out... 
~ standing features make lesson preparation easier, add new. zest to 
Sunday School work. Based on the International Uniform Lessons. 


True to the Fundamentals. Definitely evangelistic. Easy to under- 


stand. @ 320 pages, nearly 300,000 words, cloth bound, attractive 
jacket. Price: only $1.00. 


Order from your bookseller or direct. Write fot Big 
FREE Catalog of “Master Line’ Sunday School Supplies. 


*Complete satisfaction or your money refunded, . 
_ THE HIGLEY PRESS ¢ Dept.SS ¢ BUTLER, IND. | 




















Masterpieces of Religious Art 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Set 


60 pictures in portfolio, illustrating the International Sunday School + 
Lessons for 1942. 90 cents postpaid. Size 6x 8 ins. 


Over 800 Bible subjects in black and white at 14 cents each. 
Full-Color Prints 


39 subjects in the colors of the originals, at 3c each; size 6 x 9 ins. 


Send for free catalog 








W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 127 Clarendon Street, Boston, Massachusetis 


























Size 9% x 16 Inches 


SPECIAL PRICES TO CHURCHES 
Amt. Cost Sell for Profit 
100 $17.00 $30.00 $13.00 
200 32.00 60.00 28.00 
250 40.00 75.00 35.00 
300 45.00 90.00 45.00 


Sage same Suite See 
hi shoe Say > é ty ° prices 





These beautiful calendars a 

everywhere. Many ins picing lentases—chiewee. full-col- 
or illustrations by famous artists, scriptural messages 
for each day, International Sunday School Lessons indi- 
cated. Sell th 


of big money for a small investment of spare time. 










EASY MONEY . . . CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
SELLING MESSENGER’S 


11942 Scripture 


Tet (atendars. 


peal to Christian people 


ese useful calendars as a dignified source 


Order from your own publishing house. 
ant & ick ond be expen boka, 


MESSENGER CORPORATION 
Dept.sg AUBURN, INDIANA “i 


Enclosed find $ Please send__._ 
Messenger Scripture Text Calendars, Also 
send your free sales plan. 
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For men, women, and children. Give all your friends a 


LAPEL CROSS 


Sample 10c, 6 for SOc, 15 for $1, 100 for $5 


VICTOR LUSSIER GiicXG6, “EINOIS 


WINTER IN FLORIDA 


c."*, $50.00 A MONTH (‘vo i= 
INCLUDING ALL MEALS 

75 rooms, most with bath. autiful lake and fruit 

region. Comfort, economy, refinement. No alcoholic 

beverages. Write for free booklet. 


Special Pre-Season Rates 
HOTEL LAKE ALFRED, Box Ne. 7, Lake Alfred, Fia. 


Warfield Bible Institute 


WARFIELD (Martin County), KENTUCKY 
Exalting Christ the True God and Eternal Life 


Founded “by grace through faith.” Dependent com- 
pletely upon the Lord through intercession of His 
children. Free tuition, free registration. 


WENDELL H. WALKER, President . 


Man Wanted 


Must be Christian. Public Reletandond Office Man- 
agatsent Ray sane § desired. State sarch oeiation. 
seu sa expected, experience, etc. oom 

y School Times Co.. 325 N. 13th Street, Phila., Pa. 


COUSINS’ DAY 
AT THE Z00 


8-page pamphlet. Asks 100 questions evolution- 
ists do not answer. Makes trouble for teachers 
of that fad. Sent with descriptive list of the Shad- 
duck books for 3c stamp. See another ad on 
page 912 of this paper. 


HOMO PUBLISHING CO., Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio 

















25 Beautiful Bible Verse Christmas 


Cards, $1.00 postpaid 
Sunshine Deluxe box plus 4 cards. One beautiful 
mark for your Bible given with each order. 
Mention Sunday School Times. 

GOSPEL BOOK STORE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
187-189 N. Lake Pasadena, Calif. 
Largest religious supply store on West Coast 
Interdenominational ‘“‘Not Creed, but Christ’’ 








The Eternal Life 


(By James H. McConkey) 


A seeker after Truth says, “This little book has 
come to me as the voice of God in the darkness.” 


16 pages FREE 
SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Bessemer Building, Dept. S Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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as just one of the many benefits He has 
heaped upon us? 
4 


And let us not think that those who 
do not love and serve Christ do not 
notice thanklessness on the part of thase 
who claim to be His followers. Someone 
has well said, “If Christians praised God 
more, the world would doubt Him less.” 
Perhaps one reason why some we know 
do not love and serve our Saviour is be- 
cause we demonstrate so little thanks- 
giving and appreciation of Him in our 
own lives. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

ve 


A Mother's Prayer 


Thanksgiving, 1941 
By Roth R. Starkey 


MOTHER'S thanks, O God, for joys 
of home; 
A husband’s welcome step at open door; 
Our growing girls with dreams and laughing 


eyes, 
Who give of happiness from ample store; 
Strong sons in training camps across the 


states, 
For freedom’s right prepared to take their 
stand; 
For those who came to us from other shores, 
To find a safe, a justice-loving land; 


For feast of beauty found in gardens bright, 
Where friendly flowers nod and poplars 
sway; 
For space to see Thy ever-changing skies; 
Deep love in hearts at close of each dear 
day; 


For flaming colors of the autumn days, 
And grassy country lanes to wander 
down; 
Red sumac splashed against a garden wall, 
And waving wheat fields turning golden 
brown. 


Dear God, bring peace beyond the war- 
spread seas; 
Bring back the things of home to mothers 
there, 
We pray for concord in the lives of men, 
That all may freedom’s blessings rightly 
share, 


Taking Blessing Thoughtlessly 
(Continued from page 896) 


manifestation many are awakening to 
the need of a Gospel with power in it. 
They are seeing that the gospel of Mod- 
ernism won’t work. Some are feeling 
out after that Gospel that is the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth, who hitherto have rejected it. 
But many yet seem to imagine that so- 
ciety can retain the fruits of the Gospel 
while men as individuals largely refrain 
from personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ; that we can have His teachings 
without Himself; that we can have the 
temporal benefits that flow from Him, 
and pass Him by. But it is both ingrati- 
tude and folly. When we thoughtlessly 
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receive the lesser benefits Christ brings, 
and thanklessly pass Him by, we miss 
His best, and we come at last to the 
place where His lesser gifts evade us, 
because He is not in our midst. But 
humbly receiving Him, thankfully serv- 
ing Him, and acknowledging Him in all 
life’s relations, we shall have Him and 
all His gifts. 
v 


“Lions in the Way” 


VERY true Christian knows that he 

ought to witness to others. What 
hinders us? A good answer to this ques- 
tion, and many valuable suggestions as 
to how to overcome obstacles are given 
in an attractive booklet entitled “Lions 
in the Way.” 

The words are taken from Proverbs 
26:13, “The slothful man saith, There is 
a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets.” 
The writer, the Rev. L. F. E. Wilkinson, 
M.A., names five lions that keep many 
Christians from doing personal work. 
These are: Sloth, System, Success, Slov- 
enliness, Self. 

Here is an encouraging message on 
how to slay these lions, with an urgent 
call to do personal work. The booklet is 
well printed in large, black type on 
good paper, contains twenty pages, 
bound in heavy art paper, and is issued 
by the One by One Band, Hope Lodge, 
13 Yarborough Road, Southsea, Hants, 
England. It may be obtained from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, at 7 cents each, or 
75 cents a dozen, 








With the New Books 


Wings and Sky. By Martha Snell 
Nicholson. (Howard W. Nicholson, 1406 
Lagoon Ave., Wilmington, Calif., cloth, 
$1.50; velour, $1.) “My name is men- 
tioned at the throne of God,” runs a line 
on the first page in this beautiful little 
book of Christian verse written by one 
who is a great sufferer and. shut-in. It 
is but one of many deeply spiritual 
thoughts clothed here in rhyme and 
rhythm and true poetry. There are 
poems of the home and the heart, poems 
about common matters of the day, such 
as one entitled “Income Tax,” and an- 
other “Dressmaking.” There are some 
delightful little touches of humor, too, 
as well as tenderness, pathos, and a rare 
understanding of human hearts and their 
needs. Through them all is the thought of 
glorifying Christ and making Him 
known. The book is artistic, and con- 
tains 168 poems. It is a lovely gift for 
anyone who loves spiritual things. 


Dictatorship in Pulpit and Pew. By J. 


E. Conant, D.D., Th.D. (Fundamental 
Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, 20 











cents.) A prevalent tendency is to ig- 
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nore the headship of Christ over the 
Church which is His Body. This accounts 
for much of the trouble that disturbs 
many congregations today. 

The author of this helpful book is a 
well-known Bible teacher, formerly a 
member of the extension staff of the 
Moody Bibie Institute. He presents an 
illuminating exposition of the Word, on 
the timely theme of the relation of pas- 
tor and people to one another in the 
Lord. Everyone who has been born 
again has become a member of that Body 
of which Christ is the Head. “By one 
Spirit have we all been baptized into 
one body.” Friction between Christians 
is impossible as long as they are oc- 
cupied with Christ, and recognize this 
vital union. 

The Lord formed the Church for the 
purpose of witnessing. This is “the whole 
work, of the whole Church, in the whole 
world, across the whole Age.” Friends 
of Dr. Conant will recall these familiar 
words. 

No church, or group, or individual is 
to take complete charge either of plac- 
ing or removing a pastor, for in this 
matter the clear guidance of the Holy 
Spirit is greatly needed. Spirit-taught 
people recognize this, and follow His 
leading. Strong, self-willed, forceful 
workers are in danger of committing the 
terrible sins of dictatorship and sacri- 
lege. Stirring illustrations are given, 
showing how God deals with dictators; 
these are solemn warnings. But the cure 
for dictatorship is to exemplify the love 
of Christ toward the trouble-maker, in 
order to “restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness.” 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


November 17 to 23 
Mon.—Psalm 103:1-5. 
Prayer with Thanksgiving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul.” God’s love is shown to us 
in innumerable ways; but chiefly in the 
gift of His Son for our sins. Every heart 
with feelings of appreciation of the love 
of our Maker and Friend, our Saviour 
and King, should say, “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul.” Unthankfulness is the folly 
of wicked hearts. “Neither were thank- 
ful” (Rom. 1:21); but thankfulness is 
the wisdom of the cleansed one. Pray 
for our President and all national ex- 
ecutives, throughout this “Week of 
Prayer for America.” 
Tues.—Luke 18:9-14. 
Two Prayers in Contrast. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Two men went 
up into the temple to pray.” The prayer 
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of one insulted God; and that of the 
other honored Him. “Without faith” it 
is impossible for prayers to please Him. 
Faith is worship, thanksgiving, confes- 
sion, and hope working by love to God. 
Where faith in God is, there will be 
acknowledgment of the truth, sincerity, 
humility, and trust in God, and prayer 
for His mercy. The Pharisee without 
faith trusted in himself; the publican 
without righteousness trusted in God. 
Pray for America. 


Wed.—Acts 27:33-36. Thanksgiving for Food. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He . gave 
thanks to God in presence of them all.” 
Do not pray in public as the hypocrites 
do, to be seen of men; but offer your 
thanks and petitions to God wisely and 
Scripturally as did Christ and His good 
servant Paul. Never bé ashamed to own 
your Lord. Your,ligh4 must shine for 
Jesus. Before partaking of God-given 
food bow head and‘héart in thankfulness. 
Pray for a mighty spiritual awakening 
in America. 
Thurs.—Philippians 1:3-11. 
Thanksgiving in Every Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I thank my God 
upon every remembrance of you.” Base 
your thanksgivings for others on faith, 
not on feelings. God’s people should 
have our love and sympathy all the time. 
Such spiritual interest in them honors 
God. Every saint is precious to God; 
the weak as well as the strong. How 
God feels about them should determine 
your feelings toward them. Pray for your 
country on this special Day of Prayer. 
Fri.—Ephesians 5:15-21. 
Thanking God for Everything. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Giving thanks 
always’ for all things.” Faith sees 
through dark clouds of trouble. It knows 
that God’s skies are always blue. It is 
able to sing even in the mystery of 
sufferings (Rom. 8:28). When we see 
God’s hand in everything we ought to 
be able to thank God for everything. If 
we judge our troubles Scripturally we 
shall find in all of them reasons for 
praising the Lord. Pray for nutional 
leaders in judicial and legislative offices. 
Sat.—2 Corinthians 9:10-15. 
Thanksgiving and Thanksliving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many thanks- 
givings unto God.” Christian praise to 
God can be increased. Love gifts to the 
people of God cause “many thanksgiv- 
ings unto God,” and result in many 
blessings called down from Heaven upon 
the heads of the giver by those who are 
helped. Make God’s people comfortable 
and happy and praises will rise to the 
throne of God. If there were more 
THANKSLIVING there would be much 
more THANKSGIVING. Pray for re- 
vival in God’s Church in America. 
Sun.—Psalm 95:1-11. 
Worship and Thanksgiving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come before his 
presence with thanksgiving.” God’s 
character calls forth our worship, but 
His kindnesses our thanks. Bless God 
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hust what you have been lookin, 


BIBLE STUD) les 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
of this Course, every 


SOCIETIES 

Young People's Society may 
be converted into a School for 
Bible Training. 


»1941 Christian Doctrine Course 


52 studies of What the Bible Teaches, fresh'y 
written, with an inspiring lesson for each week. 


Send 15c¢ for current issue 
FREE! Book cagleese: oo eee ant 


‘CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC 


1558 N. Third Street Harrisburg, Fa. 
Make MORE Money This Christmas 


With our “Bible Text Special” 
50 beautiful Christmas folders imprinted with name and 
choice of Bible verse. Sells for only $1. Nothing 
else like it. Christians appreciate. Li ral commis- 
sion. Also, our complete line, Greeting Cards, ‘Sun- 
shine” Plaques, Calendars, Bible Games, Novelties, 
efc., pays good press to yourself or church society. 
Send for returnable samples, and free Display Packet 
on “Bible Verse Special.” (Our agent’s large book 
ond Bible a cmmes ped — on request.) Satisfac- 
ion guara 
c.W. DOYER. 2i¢ 2101 Windesr’ Rd, Dept. 0-11, Dayton, Ohio 


THE GUEST HOME 
of!the Fellowship Deaconry, Inc. 


Especially built for those seeking a restful vacation, or 
a quiet place for recuperation, with daily devotions in 
a healthy Christian environment of surrendered Chris- 
tian workers rendering conscientious Christian service. 
A modern building with joy equipment. Moderate 
prices, home cooking and home baking. A place for 
the “ill and the well.”” Ideally located in the Watchung 
Hills, within easy reach of Philadelphia and New York. 
For further information write to the 


Fellowship,D 'y, Inc., Box 204, Liberty Corner, N.J. 
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Have you chosen your Christmas Play? Try 


By Elizabeth McFadden, author of “Tidings of 

Joye “Boy Who Discovered Easter,” and 

nights of the Silver Shield,” etc. 

This play is called “the Christmas standby.” 
It has been played over five thousand times. 
Theme: a boy’s noble charity. 5 speaking parts, 
any no. extras. 40 minutes. Simple scenery. 
Beautiful music. Price: 35 cents. yalty: $5. 

SAMUEL FRENCH 
25, W. 45th St., New York 811 W. 7th St. Los Angeles 


Christmas Customs 
| and 
Carols 


Compiled by 
Ruthella Rodéheaver 








New book—just out, packed with valuable data on 
origin and use of 63 Christmas customs and symbols! 
Also contains complete words and music of 57 carols 
and songs, many not included in any other book, -At- 


tractively bound in blue and silver cover. Why not 

use these books for Christmas greetings? Price, onl 

25 cents each, $2.50 per dozen, postpaid. OR DER 

NOW! Send for Christmas catalogue. 

The RODEHEAVER HALL - MACK CO. 
Dept. SS Winona Lake, Indiana 


916 * 


COFIELD BIBLES 


Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Tracts 
and Other Active Items 
Sell quickly—with profit—You can earn extra money as our 
representative. Write TODAY for full particulars. Be that 
Christian man or woman in your commanity to seize this 
Opportunity. Best season just ahead. Get started NOW ! 
Address . . CICERO BIBLE COLPORTAGE 





2228 S2nd Avenue Dept. SS Cicero, Hlinois 
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Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 
Mutual Network and roy 


ent Stations. Consult r; log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif, 









From Financial Loss ‘and Worry 
While Furthering the Lord’s Work 


What better way of assuring peace, comfort 
and security for the rest of your life than an 





investment which helps advance the cause of 
Christ. Proved safe by the test of time... Annuity 
checks are always mailed when due. Hundreds of satis- 
fied Annuitants rejoice that their investments yield not 
only regular income for life but also eternal dividends. 


Wheaton College Life Annuity Contract 


Enables you to administer your own estate, reduces taxes, and re- 
quires no will, thus avoiding possible litigation. Gives you peace 
of mind because you know that your funds cannot be diverted 


to serve unworthy ends. You 
have the comforting assurance 
they are to be used only to give 
young men and women train- 
ing for Christian leadership. 
Thus you extend the historic 
Christian faith and promote true 
Christian living ... expressed in 
the motto of the 
College, “For Christ 
and His Kingdom.” 
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WHEATON, 





The Chapel Choir, one of three musical groups 
heard in concerts throughout the country. 


Mail Coupon for 
descriptive booklet 
“Pleasant Tomorrows” 


° +: es. 2 €OLLEGE ee OS ee ee 


tLLEINOTS 


Mr. GEORGE V. KIRK, Vice President, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 
Without obligation please send me free booklet “Pleasant Tomorrows’ containing the full 


Box T- 111 
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story of how Wheaton College Life Annuity Contracts provide a good income for life. 1 

Name (Mr., irs... Miss) : 
Address 1 
City. State. i 
5 

Your Birth Date. _If Survivor—birth date a 
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for what He is, and thank Him for what 
He does. A good prayer is mostly wor- 
ship and thanksgiving. Pray for the 
land you love: its rulers, churches, in- 
stitutions of value, and for its millions 
of precious souls, 


The Sunday School Times 


Puitie E. Howarp 
President and Publisher 
D. T. RicHMAN 
Business Manager 
H. TRumBuLL Howarp 
Vice-President and Advertising Manager 








Puitie E. Howarp, Jr. 
Editor 
JOHN W. LANE, JR. 
Associate Editor 
Laura Z. LEFEVRE 
Correspondence and Review Editor 





H. Cay TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
CHARLES G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 
Former Editors 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.735—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 eents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 

The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe SunpAy ScHooL TIMEs sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the ddditional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Times. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 


does, the Times bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times is paying the 
War Exchange Tax for all of its Canadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thitteenth St, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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